Giovanni’s Journal
A publication of Texas State Representative Giovanni Capriglione

Vol. 3, Issue 5

June 2016

Dear Friends,

In the last couple of months, I have been busy at work with several interim committee hearings in preparation for the next session.
Our meetings have been focused on several items: the current state of the Texas economy
and the potential effect on the next budget, the decline of revenue from oil and gas taxes, how
Texas’ constitutional spending limits compare to other states, investment returns on our Rainy
Day Fund, how Texas Parks and Wildlife is using their fully dedicated funding from the Sporting Goods Sales Tax, and increasing cyber security.
If you would like to get the details in person, I will be speaking this Saturday, June 4th (9:30
a.m. at Café Express - Southlake Town Square). I’d love to see you there, and breakfast is on
me! I hope you enjoyed your weekend!
In this month’s newsletter, we discuss the recent Texas Supreme Court ruling on public education financing, helpful information on the Zika virus and a variety of local events.
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Texas Supreme Court Finds Public School
Financing Constitutional

On May 13, the Texas Supreme Court ruled
the state’s public school funding structure constitutional after hearing oral arguments in September 2015. This decision comes after Travis County
District Court Judge John Dietz ruled the system
unconstitutional in February 2014.
“Our Byzantine school funding ‘system’ is
undeniably imperfect, with immense room for
improvement. But it satisfies minimum constitutional requirements, “ said Justice Don Willett in
his court opinion. Willett called for the Legislature to make transformational changes from top
to bottom and remove “Band-Aids” that merely
cover up the problem rather than address it.
In 2011, the Legislature cut $5.4 billion from
the public education budget as the result of economic downturn. Nearly 600 school districts
sued the state after the budget cut over several
issues relating to the funding structure, including
amount of funding, disparity between districts,
and tax rates. Let me provide a bit of background
information on each.
In terms of funding per school district, the
state’s public school finance system is not a “one
size fits all” approach. Each of the state’s 1266
school districts has vastly differing needs and resources available. It is almost impossible to apply
funding fairly and appropriately to each district.
Of the ten categories of the 2016-17 budget, the
state spends the most on education, with 28% of
all funds appropriated for the 2016-17 biennium
going towards public education. This is a 4.2% increase from the 2014-15 biennium.

As for the property disparity by district, the
difference in money allocated per student between property-poor and property-wealthy districts is much closer together today than it was
in the first school finance court case. In the 1989
Edgewood I case, the spending disparity was
$19,333 to $2,112. The Supreme Court said that
today’s numbers show, for 2013-14, the wealthiest
at $7,673 in maintenance and operation revenue
dollars per student while the poorest had $5,797.
Currently, only about 24% of districts, who
serve about 13% of students, tax at the cap of
$1.17. Around 69% of districts, who serve about
76% of students, tax at or below $1.04, 13 cents below the cap. If every school district taxed at their
maximum rate, there would be an additional $2.3
billion. This is about 6% to 7% of the total Foundation School Program (FSP). In the last Texas
Supreme Court case over education funding, that
revenue was estimated to be about 3% of the FSP,
meaning the untapped capacity has roughly doubled. Since that 2012 calculation, the legislature
has added more funding to the system. Therefore,
the Texas Supreme Court threw out the notion of
a non-constitutional statewide property tax.
So what does this mean going forward? While
the Texas Supreme Court ruled our public school
finance system constitutional and they did not
order any directives to the Legislature, it’s clear
there are still challenges to solve. In the 85th Legislative Session beginning January 2017, school finance reform will be a major consideration, I look
forward to your input.
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Congrats, Bradley Davis!
Each year I get the opportunity
to nominate one area resident for
the Texas Armed Services Scholarship Program (TASSP). Bradley
Davis is currently a sophomore
Mechanical Engineering major
at Texas A&M University and a
Navy ROTC contract in the Corps
of Cadets. Bradley intends to become an officer in the US Navy.
His goal is to be either a Navy Seal
Officer or an EOD officer.
He is such a hard worker that he has been selected as Company E-2’s first Sergeant next year (the highest ranking junior
in charge at the Company level). This is a young man we want
defending our country, and I couldn’t be more proud that he
represents our area.
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Protect Against Zika Virus
As summer begins in Texas, it is important to be aware of the potential Zika virus threat. Texas has had 33 confirmed cases of the Zika virus disease, and all but one were directly travel-related. Texas will likely
experience local transmission of the Zika virus at some point, especially
large areas at increased risk, such as the Texas/Mexico border regions, the
Lower Rio Grande Valley, and the Gulf Coast.
According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the most
common symptoms of Zika are fever, rash, joint pain, and conjunctivitis
(red eyes). “The illness is usually mild with symptoms lasting for several
days to a week after being bitten by an infected mosquito. People usually
don’t get sick enough to go to the hospital, and they very rarely die of Zika.
For this reason, many people might not realize they have been infected.
However, Zika virus infection during pregnancy can cause a serious birth
defect called microcephaly, as well as other severe fetal brain defects. Once
a person has been infected, he or she is likely to be protected from future
infections.”
Preventing mosquito bites is our best defense against Zika. Please
“fight the bite” this summer. Protect the area around your home by emptying any standing water nearby, especially after rainfall.
For more information about Zika and how you can prevent mosquito
bites, please visit www.texaszika.org.

June Events in District 98

June 1: Keller Breakfast Club 8 - 9 a.m. at FnG Eats in Keller Town Center. The Keller Breakfast Club is a nonpolitical weekly breakfast meeting held at FnG Eats in Keller Town Center focused on the City of Keller. Subsequent meetings will be each Wednesday of
the month - June 8, 15, 22, and 29.
June 2: Keller Summer Music Nights 7:15 - 10:30 p.m. at the Keller Town Hall Amphitheater. Music begins at 7:15 p.m. and movie
begins at 9 p.m. Bring a blanket, lawn chairs, a picnic and the whole household for an evening of free music and favorite family
movies under the stars behind Keller Town Hall. Subsequent dates are June 9, 16, 23, and 30.
June 4: Keller’s Fishing For Fun 9 - 11: 30 a.m. at the Keller Town Hall pond. This free event is for anglers 16 and under. Bring your
fishing gear, and try to be the best angler as we stock our pond with freshwater catfish. There will be prizes for the biggest fish, smallest fish and most fish caught. Make sure to bring an adult with you.
June 4: Rep. Capriglione Town Hall 9:30 a.m. at Café Express in Southlake Town Square. Come for an update on the Texas economy,
the public school finance ruling, and anything else you’d like to discuss.
June 4: Southlake Summer Kickoff 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Southlake Town Square. Activities include exploring DPS vehicles, games,
crafts, inflatables, airbrush face painting, balloon artists and so much more.
June 11: Grapevine’s The Amazing Race: Father Son Edition 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Parr Park located at 3010 Parr Lane. Complete
challenges, road blocks and detours to find your way to the finish line. We will have Amazing Race’s very own Tanner Kloven, of
season 27, as our special guest host! Come prepared to get messy, make sure you wear clothing that you can move in and possibly get
wet. Tickets will not be sold at the park.
June 11: MasterWorks Concert featuring Matt Ingram 7:30 - 9 p.m. at the Aria Amphitheater at the Marq Southlake located at 285
Shady Oaks Drive.
June 19: 6th Annual “Showcase in the Square - A Father’s Day Drum & Bugle Corps Event” 6 - 9 p.m. at Southlake Town Square.
June 24: Grapevine’s Fourth Friday Films 8 - 11 p.m. at Parr Park. Join us on the fourth Friday of each month for our Second Annual
Fourth Friday Film Series! The movie will start at dusk. Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, family, and friends to enjoy a film under
the stars!
If you know of a community event you’d like to see in the next monthly newsletter, please email courtney.roberts@house.texas.gov.

If you are not currently receiving Giovanni’s Journal
and would like to subscribe (or unsubscribe), please
email district98.capriglione@house.state.tx.us.

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal
Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age or disability in employment or the provision
of services. This newsletter is available in alternate
forms upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.

