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Dear friends,

Now that session is over, I would like to
provide a more thorough update concerning
legislation passed by the Texas Legislature.
This edition of my newsletter will report on
the bills I filed, as well as some of the most
noteworthy legislation passing both chambers.
Additionally, I am hosting a town hall
this Thursday, June 25 at 7 p.m. at Keller
Town Hall. We’ll discuss the main takeaways
from the 84th Legislative Session, including:
transportation funding, public education,
border security, and several other topics. Even
if you’ve never been to a town hall, I highly
encourage attending! I hope you can make it.
Speaking to second-grade students at Keller-Harvel
Elementary.
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Legislative Wrap-up of 84th Session

Over the past 140 days, we have seen numerous debates take place over everything
from the budget, to transportation funding,
to border security. Here are highlights of this
session’s accomplishments:
The State Budget: The Legislature provided additional funding for education, transportation, border security, and fully funded
Teacher Retirement System pensions (TRSCare). The budget remains fiscally conservative, and leaves over $11 billion in the Rainy
Day Fund.
Ethics: Governor Abbott listed ethics as
one of this emergency items for the session.
My HB 1295 will require government entities
to provide to the Texas Ethics Commission a
list of people who have a financial interest in
their contracts.
Public Education: HB 2804 creates a
new A-F school rating system for all public
school campuses in order for parents and
students can clearly discern a school’s performance. HB 4 provides additional funding to
school districts implementing a high quality
pre-kindergarten program.
Border Security: The budget provided
$840 million in All Funds for border security,
which will allow for the hiring of additional
Department of Public Safety (DPS) troopers

and allowing a 50-hour work week. HB 11
creates a training facility for law enforcement
in the Rio Grande Valley, and establishes
southbound checkpoints on international
bridges. Governor Abbott is authorized to
keep the Texas National Guard at the Texas-Mexico border until replaced with DPS
officers.
Tax Reform: The House and Senate compromised on property tax sales tax reform
by approving almost $4 billion in tax relief,
which includes a 25 percent reduction in the
business margins tax, and a $10,000 increase
to the homestead exemption, which will provide tax relief for homeowners.
Transportation: SJR 5 will dedicate the
first $2.5 billion of sales tax revenues above
$28 billion to the State Highway Fund each
year beginning in 2018. (SJR 5 will be voted
on by Texas voters in November 2015.) The
budget ends some of the diversion of the gas
tax intended for the State Highway Fund, effectively increasing transportation funding
by $1.3 billion over the biennium.
Pastor Protection Act: SB 2065 protects
pastors from lawsuits if they refuse to perform marriages violating their sincerely held
beliefs.
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Ten Capriglione Bills Passed In 84th Session
This session, I filed 54 bills, one House joint resolution, and two
House resolutions. I was pleased to see ten of them pass the House and
Senate. Governor Abbott has signed each of these ten bills. They are:
1. HB 483, also known as “the gold bill,” establishes a bullion
depository in Texas managed by the Comptroller’s office. The
depository will be able to hold both state-wide assets and give
private citizens the opportunity to store their assets. The state
may benefit financially by applying revenue gained from storage accounts to the General Revenue fund each year.
2. HB 484, “Register to Run” requires a candidate for public office
to be a registered voter in the territory for which they are running, before the day they file to run for public office. Most states
already have this requirement. It seems obvious to me if you’re
running for office, you should be able to vote for yourself!
3. HB 903, “Rainy Day Fund transfer” instructs the Comptroller’s
office to move a portion of the Rainy Day Fund to be invested
in a higher yielding account. By doing this, Texas will make
more interest on billions of dollars. Over time, this could signicantly grow the size of the fund, and provide Texas with more
money to spend in times of necessity.
4. HB 1295, one of my ethics bills, requires all contracts with government entities - municipalities, counties, school districts, or
special purpose districts - to include a Certificate of Interested
Parties, which is to be filed with the Texas Ethics Commission.
The certificate will list everyone who has a financial interest
in the contract. This bill provides greater transparency among
elected officials. Elected officials should not be making money
off of government contracts that they may have the power to
manipulate.
5. HB 1300, “Educator Certification Requirements” removes educator preparation programs’ exception that they may admit up
to 10 percent of their students who have a grade point average
below the set minimum. There was a committee substitute reinstating the 10 percent exception, but requires an applicant to
take and pass their state-mandated content exam before being
admitted to a teacher certification program. By addressing how
well a teacher knows their content, this bill ensures we are focusing on teacher quality, not teacher quantity.
6. HB 1881, “Private School Credit Cards,” allows private schools
to pass along credit card fees to the tuition payers, instead of
private schools absorbing the fees associated with paying by
credit card. This makes fiscal sense because it allows the private
school to accommodate parents without increasing school’s expenses.
7. HB 1888, “Commercial Driver’s License,” keeps the current
penalty for those driving without a commercial driver’s license
at $500 on the first offense, and only increases this penalty,
not to exceed $1,000, if the person being charged has been
convicted of the same offense within the previous year. Two
amendments were added in the Senate. The first amendment
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cleans up some language to comply with federal mandates and
enhances public safety for Texans. The second stops the use of
full fingerprint scans of innocent Texans and requires the destruction of unnecessary print data. Over 800 accidents a year
in Texas are caused by commercial drivers on our roads operating illegally. This bill aims to reduce the number of accidents
on Texas roads.
8. HB 2735, “Keller Beer-Wine Sales” allows a municipality that
has passed a beer and wine election in the past 30 years to apply
the result of the election to land annexed since the election, as
long as the annexed portion is equal to or less than 1 percent
of the current entire municipal area, the land is zoned commercial, and the land is not adjacent to residential, church, or
school property. This idea makes alcohol laws consistent for the
City of Keller.
9. HB 2739, “CHL as ID” allows a concealed handgun license to
be used as a valid form of personal identification, except when
a peace officer requests identification, (in which case, a CHL
holder must present a CHL and driver’s license) or when accessing airport premises and airport security, where federal law
dictates which forms of identification are acceptable. Since the
eligibility requirements for CHLs encompass those of driver’s
licenses, it makes common sense for CHLs to be accepted as
valid identification.
10. SB 680, “Grapevine Beer-Wine Sales” is the Senate companion bill to my HB 3038, which would allow Grapevine to sell
alcohol in portions of the city located in Dallas and Dention
counties. HB 3038 did not make it out of committee, but SB 680
passed both the House and Senate. This bill effectively makes
alcohol laws consistent for the City of Grapevine.

Mark your calendar!
Town Hall Meeting
Thursday, June 25
7 p.m.
Keller Town Hall
1100 Bear Creek Pkwy.
Keller, TX 76248
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and would like to subscribe (or unsubscribe), please
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