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Dear Panhandle Neighbors,
texas Strong is much more than a slogan. It is a mindset and a spirit embodied in Texans each and every day.
It is a mindset where we face head-on our challenges as a family, as communities, and as a state. It is a spirit
where we willingly help our neighbors in need and where we, together, work to solve regional and state-wide
challenges for the greater good and for future generations instead of “kicking the can down the road.”
This mindset and spirit is not new to us in the Panhandle. It is in our DNA forged by Dust Bowl droughts,
prairie fires, and ice. It is shaped by our spirit of faith, hard-work ethic, and love of family and community.
This is the way I approach the privilege of serving you as your state representative in the Texas Legislature.
During the 2017 regular and special legislative sessions, I had the opportunity to work on improving several
challenging matters – public education, health care including mental health, and water resources. Also, we
strengthened Second Amendment protections; border security was again significantly funded; and we passed
a resolution urging the United States Congress to call a convention under Article V of the U.S. Constitution.
In this newsletter, you will find other positive developments such as prudent state budgeting and the legislative
successes our office achieved locally and state-wide.
Also, 2017 marked a new chapter for Karen and me as our youngest child graduated from Tascosa High
School. Like all parents, we can attest that time passes too quickly and, of course, we beamed with pride in
seeing him walk across the stage -- as I had at Tascosa some 30 years ago. Graduations are one of many constant
reminders of the value of a sound education in the lives of our children.
The significant role public schools have in educating approximately 92% of all Texas school-age students
deserves to be more fully appreciated and valued by the Texas Legislature. This impact becomes even clearer
when one considers that approximately 5.4 million Texas children attend a public school - a population
greater than the entire population of the 23rd most populous state, South Carolina. Our office is appreciative
of all the valuable input we receive from parents and from current and retired classroom teachers, principals
and administrators.
During the 2017 sessions, we heard from, and worked with, many constituents on numerous topics, including
agriculture, education, health care, law enforcement, manufacturing, and transportation. Many of you also
traveled to the Texas Capitol to testify before various legislative committees. I am grateful for such commitment.
We were and remain encouraged by all of these collaborative interactions. Although we are not currently in
session, please continue to share your valuable input with us because our office serves you, the constituents of
House District 87. Your input is essential to our preparation for the next session. By working together, we are
texas Strong!
God Bless texas!

Four Price
State Representative
Chairman, House Public Health Committee • Co-Chairman, HHS Transition Legislative Oversight Committee
Member, House General Investigating and Ethics Committee • Member, House Natural Resources Committee
Member, House Rural Caucus • House Tourism Caucus • House Veterans Caucus

S tate b udget – t exaS S trong
We crafted and adopted a state budget for the 2018–19
biennium that is both balanced, as required by the Texas
Constitution, and is fiscally prudent. The state budget,
certified by the Texas Comptroller, is approximately
$216 billion in All Funds dollars, which is the sum
of our federal taxes coming back to Texas and state
collected revenue, referred to as General Revenue (GR)
Funds. The Economic Stabilization Fund, commonly
called the ‘Rainy Day’ fund is projected to be $10.9
billion by the end of fiscal year 2019. Here are some
key budget highlights:
• Border Security: Once again funded at $800 million
in state funds as in the prior budget.
• Child protective Services: CPS functions are funded
at $3.5 billion in All Funds, including $2.0 billion in
GR Funds, which is an increase of $399.9 million in
state GR.

maintain inpatient bed capacity; and $10.3 million
to increase maximum security forensic bed capacity at
North Texas State Hospital - Vernon Campus.
• teacher Retirement System: TRS-Care receives
$182.6 million one-time supplemental contribution.
By way of other legislation House Bill 3976, which
I co-authored, the state’s contribution increased
resulting in an additional $167.4 million. Further,
House Bills 21 and 30, which I co-authored, passed
in the special session, providing $212 million in
premium relief.
• transportation: Funding includes $26.6 billion in All
Funds provided for TxDOT functions.

• education Funding of public Schools: Provides
full funding of enrollment growth; funding of new
instructional facilities allotment; bringing high-speed
broadband to more public schools. Additional funds
provided via the special session.
• Mental Health and Substance Use: Increases funding
for outpatient services provided by Local Mental Health
Authorities (LMHAs); our area’s LMHA is the Texas
Panhandle Centers in Amarillo. Addresses capacity
needs for forensic and civil commitment treatments,
which is significantly important to law enforcement
and judges: $300.0 million for new construction/
essential repairs at state hospitals; $24.8 million to
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Price visiting with local educators during the legislative session.

Price discussing budget with Appropriations Chairman.

P ublic e ducation
I believe in the mission of Texas public schools. As a
parent of children who attended public schools, I know
of the dedicated work of public school teachers. Parents
expect, and students deserve, to receive the best possible
education in order to pursue their life goals and to compete
and win both nationally and internationally. We must
invest sufficient state tax dollars and reduce our reliance
on local tax dollars. It is clear to many of us that you
cannot provide true property tax relief without fixing the
broken school finance system, which the Texas Supreme
Court in its latest school finance opinion referred to as
“Byzantine.” School finance has been studied in-depth on
several occasions by multiple House committees. What
is needed is a collective will to finally overhaul outdated
methodologies. Getting our public education finance
system right must remain a most significant priority. It is
absolutely vital to Texas’ future prosperity.

P rice l egiSlative W ork – P oSitively i mPacting t exanS
The 2017 regular session proved to be an especially difficult session to pass legislation - the lowest bill passing percentage
in decades. I am pleased to report, however, that many of the bills our office worked on passed into law. Here is a brief
synopsis of some of these bills that make a ‘Texas Strong’ difference.

Helping Vulnerable persons. Our office has a in underserved areas, especially in our rural communities.

heart for children, persons with disabilities, and for
seniors who may be vulnerable based on their particular
circumstances. This has been a consistent theme in the
legislation filed since taking office.
• Authored HB 10: improves access to care for persons
struggling with mental illness.

The 2017 legislation championed by our office includes:

• Authored HB 13: provides local opportunities
to address mental health needs through local
collaboration; funded at $30 million with half reserved
for areas below 250,000 in county population.

• Authored HB 1542: improves state’s ability to place
children in faith-based cottage homes.

• Authored HB 1486: requires HHSC to develop a
state framework for peer support specialists to better
provide behavioral health services.

• Authored HB 1697: improves rural access to NICU
telemedicine for premature babies.

• Authored HB 2804: provides clarity and strengthens
the emergency scheduling of synthetic substances.

• Authored HB 2425: improves patient health by
allowing designated caregivers to receive discharge
care instructions; worked with AARP.

• Authored HB 2379: aids HHSC Inspector General
in the enforcement of fraud cases.

• Authored HB 2895: raises greater awareness of mental
health of college students.

• Authored HB 3083: allows certain drug counselors
to be eligible for student loan reimbursement if they
work in rural areas.
Also, I was pleased to shepherd SB 1107, as the House

promoting Sound Water Use. I passed several Sponsor, into law providing a regulatory framework for
bills which seek to ensure the state-wide sustainability of
water supplies for present and future uses.

telemedicine expansion which will impact rural Texas in
a positive manner.

• Authored HB 1573: requires utility water loss
reporting to be completed by a trained person.
• Authored HB 1648: requires utilities to designate a
person who is responsible for implementing the water
conservation plan.
• Authored HB 2215: improves the groundwater
planning process regarding desired future conditions
so that water is available for future use.

improving Health Care. Since taking office, I have

steadfastly worked on improving the delivery of health care
statewide including preserving and strengthening access
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Price chairing Public Health Committee.

Bill Signing Ceremony with the Governor.

t hree i mPactFul c ommitteeS
Leading the vital Public Health Committee, as Chairman,
is an honor because we consider all matters impacting the
health of every Texan. Our oversight includes health and
human services, health regulatory agencies, and CPRIT
- the cancer prevention/research institute. Serving on the
strategic Natural Resources Committee provides us in the
Panhandle the opportunity to have an immediate voice
in evaluating water legislation and input on Texas’ water
policy. Also, serving on the key General Investigating and
Ethics Committee allows the opportunity to examine the
ethical operation of state agencies.

Price SuPPorted additional key legiSlation – noW laW
LEGISLATION NOW LAW

REASONS FOR SUPPORTING

Helping Children-HB 1549, Regular Session, addresses
CPS workforce challenges and foster care recruitment
and placements, and enhances prevention & early
intervention services.

Joint author of bill. Strengthens CPS because we must
do all we can to prevent child abuse/neglect and quickly
intervene where children are vulnerable or have been abused
or neglected. Children are our future.

Combating illicit Synthetic Drugs-HB 2671, Regular
Session, adds additional chemical substances as illegal
substances under Texas Controlled Substances Act
for prosecution.

Joint author of bill. Illicit synthetic drugs harm both the
individual and our society. We must continue to do all we can
to defeat this scourge.

improving Maternal Health-SB 17, Special Session,
addresses maternal health and maternal morbidity.

Co-Sponsor of bill and Co-author of companion House
Bill. Health of a mother directly impacts health of the baby.

Supporting Rural Health-HB 1407, Regular Session,
addresses shortage of EMS first responders, particularly in
rural areas, and availability of training programs for EMS.

Joint author of bill. Rural Texas matters and access to rural
health care services including emergency services is essential
to maintaining the future viability of rural communities.

enforcing the Rule of law-SB 4, Regular Session, provides
for strong penalties against sanctuary cities/colleges.

Co-Sponsor of bill. We are a nation of laws, including laws
against illegal entry. A nation must protect its borders.

Supporting law enforcement-HB 2619, Regular Session,
provides resources for maintaining law enforcement officers’
mental health in order to address incident stress.

Joint author of bill. Law enforcement is a very stressful
job and we must have their back including supporting every
aspect of their health, including mental wellness.

enhancing Roadway Safety-HB 62, Regular Session,
outlaws texting while driving on all Texas roads and
highways. “x the Text.”

Co-author of bill. Texting while driving is dangerous.
It impairs driving, much like DWI. Selfish, self-induced
impairments such as texting are reckless.

protecting Vulnerable adults-HB 3921, Regular Session,
adds protections for adults, who may have cognitive
disabilities, from being scammed out of their savings.

Joint author of bill. We must have strong laws protecting
the savings of vulnerable persons from financial predators.
This will also aid DFPS’ Adult Protective Services in
their investigations.

Supporting life-HB 13, HB 214, HB 215, and SB 11
(HB 12), Special Session, and SB 8, Regular Session.

Co-author of House Bills & Co-Sponsor of Senate Bill 8.
We must value the lives of the living and the unborn.

protecting Religious Freedoms–SB 24, Regular Session,
protects ministers’ sermons from government intrusion. The
free exercise of faith is important to many of us.

Joint Sponsor of bill and Joint author of companion
House Bill. Religious freedom is the cornerstone of any
free society. The free exercise of faith must always be
valued and protected.

Supporting the Call for article V Convention-SJR 2,
Regular Session.

Joint Sponsor of SJR and Joint author of companion
House Joint Resolution. I also supported similar
legislation in 2015.

Price discussing legislation on the House Floor.

Price working on rural health legislation with Vice Chairman
of Public Health Committee.

P rice F ocuSed
Born and raised in Amarillo, having attended local
public schools and Amarillo College and having
worked on area farms and ranches during high school
summers, it is indeed a true honor to be your advocate
and your voice at the Texas Capitol and in the District.
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 Having

Superintendent Blair Brown and his spouse
Patti present during the Texas House recognition
of Panhandle Elementary School on its selection
as a National Blue Ribbon School by the U.S.
Department of Education. Congratulations!

My staff and I appreciate the tremendous amount of
constituent feedback we receive via telephone calls,
written correspondence and in-person meetings.
Additionally, it is very encouraging to see many
constituents further engaged in the legislative process
by their traveling to the Capitol while we are in session
for further solution-oriented collaboration. Virtually
every day during session we have the opportunity to
welcome constituents who stop by the Capitol office.
Some of this year’s constituent highlights include:
 Having

two college students from the Panhandle
intern in our Capitol office during the regular
session. Thank you Jessica Dorsey and Hunter
Tormey for all your dedication and great work.

 Interacting

with and fielding questions from local
area students and their sponsors visiting the Capitol.

Price with Superintendent Blair and Patti Brown.
 Congratulating, via a resolution, the Bushland High

School volleyball team on winning the 4A UIL state
championship with head coach JaNeen Eudy being
present on the floor of the Texas House.

 Interacting

with the many constituents who were
advocating for our region during ‘Panhandle Days
at the Capitol’ and recognizing their outstanding
efforts via a Texas House Resolution.

Price with 4H students and sponsors during their visit to the Capitol.
 Meeting

with the Bridge Children’s Advocacy
Center team during Child Advocacy Days at the
Capitol and commending, via House Resolution,
the incredible work these 70 centers, throughout
Texas, do to better the lives of abused children.

 Having

a great ‘roundtable’ discussion with HD 87
superintendents at the beginning of the regular session
and ongoing dialogue with teachers, principals,
and administrators.

During 2017, as in previous regular sessions, I authored/
sponsored bills entirely of local significance. The
2017 bills passed into law include extending family
law jurisdiction to each of the County Courts at Law
of Potter County so that cases can be more quickly
resolved; providing a May uniform election date for
the election of directors of the Panhandle GWCD; and
enabling Amarillo Hospital District to be able to recoup
uncompensated care expenses. Additionally, I worked
with the author of House Bill 1920 relating to the Sunset
Advisory Commission’s review of the Palo Duro River
Authority. Together, we ensured that HB 1920 does not
adversely impact any private property rights.
I am also pleased that, while serving on the House
Appropriations Committee in 2015, we allocated funds
which resulted in the July 2017 grand opening of a new
and larger Texas DPS Amarillo Driver License Office
to better serve the needs of constituents. Thank you to
DPS Director Steven McCraw for traveling to Amarillo
for the event.
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Texas Abuse Hotline .................................................800-252-5400
To report suspicions of abuse, neglect and exploitation of children,
adults with disabilities, or person 65 years or older.
Call 911 if an emergency or life-threatening.

Attorney General Child Support Enforcement .........800-252-8014

(806) 374-8787
(512) 463-0470

Attorney General Consumer Protection ...................800-621-0508

four.price@house.texas.gov

Texas Poison Control Network .................................800-222-1222

Panhandle Centers - Area Mental Health Services ....800-692-4039
Texas Dept. of Transportation Road Conditions ......800- 452-9292
Veterans Crisis Hotline .............................................800-273-8255

