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It has been roughly a year since we adjourned the 85th Regular Session and in the upcoming
session we will have much more work to accomplish on behalf of the families and businesses across
Texas. My office will be spending the next few months researching how to address issues like out
of control property taxes, school safety, school finance, border security and healthcare costs for
our retired teachers. While doing this, I will also be speaking with my colleagues about ways to
improve education, decrease regulatory burden for businesses and how to strengthen rights of
property owners.
During the interim, members of the Texas House continue to serve on their previously assigned
committees and conduct hearings on a range of interim charges. Both the House Natural
Resources Committee and Homeland Security and Public Safety Committee have been active in
facilitating hearings in cities across the state and are working to address their respective charges.
More information on those committees and recent hearings can be found inside.
On May 30th, Governor Abbott released his new school safety recommendations after conducting
roundtable discussions with school officials, community members and elected officials in the
aftermath of the events at Santa Fe High School. I have included a bit of information about
those proposals and have begun discussions with our local school stakeholders to determine what
measures would be best for our community. Included in that information are my thoughts about
how our school districts must have local authority to decide the strategies that will work best for
their individual campuses.
Since session concluded in summer 2017, I have spent time with constituents, elected officials
and community leaders across Johnson and Bosque Counties. It’s encouraging to see the type of
economic growth that’s occurring in District 58. We have several big things happening in our area
and I am excited to share a few examples in the pages to follow.
As always, if you or anyone you know is having an issue with a stage agency or board, please
contact my office anytime for assistance. Helping to resolve issues is a primary focus of my
office and a key responsibility in being your State Representative. While we cannot compel an
agency to act, we can make sure that your case does not fall through the cracks, and that you
receive prompt service. Contact information can be found on the side panel of this newsletter.
It is my honor and privilege to be able to continue to serve as your State Representative.
God bless,

DeWayne Burns

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.
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House Natural Resources
The House Natural Resources Committee recently met in Brady,
Texas, to hear testimony from citizens, elected officials, hydrologists,
and state agency representatives about upstream and downstream
issues along the San Saba River. The committee has been busy
making headway on issues related to flooding concerns across
Texas in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. As the committee moves
forward, we will focus on further development of the initial State Flood
Plan by the Texas Water Development Board, how data can be used
to review needs related to flood risk, how the state can best provide
financial assistance for flood infrastructure requirements and the role
of voluntary land conservation efforts.
The House Natural Resources Committee continued statewide site
visits by meeting in Palo Duro Canyon this past June to discuss
groundwater ownership and regulation, property rights, and statewide
aquifer management strategies. Since being first elected, I have filed
legislation that would better protect groundwater ownership rights
for property owners. I am committed to fighting for property rights,
eminent domain reform and making sure that property owners receive
their fair share.

Border Security and
Public Safety
The Homeland Security and Public Safety Committee also
continues to meet throughout the state. In Tyler, Texas the
committee held a hearing where the Department of Public Safety
presented testimony and allowed committee members to ask
direct questions about a comprehensive review of DPS matters.
Some of the matters included driver license operations, Texas/
Mexico border security, cartel activity, patrol unit safety factors,
and the retire/rehire program for state troopers.

Rep. Burns sharing scripture at an event honoring
Vietnam Veterans in Bosque County.

The Homeland Security and Public Safety Committee is
also charged with a review of the School Marshal program
in response to school safety concerns. On June 28th, the
committee held a joint hearing with the Defense and Veterans
Affairs Committee and heard testimony from education groups,
local school district officials, the public and Texas Commissioner
of Education, Mike Morath. Discussions focused on strategies
for local districts with regard to school safety including changing
or expanding the School Marshal Program, the use of “School
Guardians” and options for including retired law enforcement
and veterans. It will be our challenge to find a path forward that
protects children and teachers by ensuring the safest possible
learning environment and preserving constitutional second
amendment rights.

Governor Abbott
School Safety
Proposals
On May 30th, Governor Abbott released a list
of proposed strategies to make our schools
safer after the tragic event at Santa Fe High
School. The proposal outlines roughly 36 new
strategies that can be put in place by school
districts to increase awareness, general
Rep. Burns with students, parents, and teachers from Meridian ISD visiting the Texas Capitol.
individual safety and violence prevention on
are implemented in Johnson County and Bosque County
campuses. Over the course of the interim, we
schools. Local control for these decisions is crucial and
need to take a thorough look at some of the strategies in
should reflect what is right for each specific community. Our
the proposal, like increasing law enforcement presence on
job on a state level is to help bring about beneficial legislation
campuses, a review of school marshal procedures, and
that allows school districts to take the measures they deem
how we can work with federal institutions to get additional
appropriate to protect their students and staff. I will continue
aid to our schools to help prevent violent events like these.
to work with school officials, community members, and
I am committed to the belief that superintendents, school
parents to identify what is right for Johnson and Bosque
board members, teachers, parents, and community
County schools and advocate for our community in the
members should retain control over any new strategies that
Texas House.
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Exciting Times In District 58
We have been blessed with several exciting
events in District 58, here are just a few:
Deputy Clifton Taylor Memorial
Highway Sign Installation
I was honored to work with State Senator Brian Birdwell, to
pass legislation creating the Deputy Clifton Taylor Memorial
Highway. Several people contributed to this tremendous
effort including our Johnson Co Commissioner’s Court,
friends and family of Deputy Taylor, law enforcement,
the Chisholm Trail 100 Club, and volunteers that
worked to make this recognition of service a reality.

F-Wave

New Keene City Hall Building

There is a new City Hall Building in Keene! The building is located
at 1000 North Old Betsy Road and will serve Keene and the
surrounding community for years to come.

New Bosque County Law Enforcement Center
A new law enforcement center has also been constructed in
Bosque County. Congratulations to county residents, elected
officials and Sheriff Anthony Malott!

La Moderna
Cleburne recently saw the opening of the first U.S. production
facility for La Moderna, Mexico’s largest pasta manufacturer.
Cleburne Mayor, Scott Cain, was instrumental in working to make
this project a possibility and Governor Abbott attended the grand
opening event as well.

Hays & Stolz Manufacturing Company
A new 144,000 sq. ft manufacturing facility was opened by Hays
and Stolz Manufacturing Company in the City of Burleson’s
Highpoint Industrial Park. This will continue economic development
in the area and bring more jobs to the Burleson community.

F-Wave is a state of the art, shingle manufacturing company
who recently made Burleson their corporate headquarters! I had
the opportunity to tour this facility and it represents proof that a
technically trained, STEM educated, highly skilled workforce is in
demand and our community can supply.

Historic Renfro-Clark House
Governor Abbott provided a proclamation for the State Historical
Marker dedication for the Renfro-Clark House in Burleson. This
makes the Renfro-Clark House a piece of Texas history and was made
possible through the work of City Council members, the Burleson
Heritage Foundation, the Johnson Co Historical Commission, the
City of Burleson, owner Barry Phillips, and many other supporters.

United Community Solar
United Cooperative Services recently unveiled a 9.9-Megawatt
Solar Plant, United Community Solar, near Kopperl, Texas.
This project will provide power to thousands of our community
members and will benefit the Kopperl Independent School District.
Congratulations to the local workforce on this project, county
officials, the UCS Board, and hard working UCS employees.

DISTRICT 58 SURVEY
We value your opinions on issues and want to hear from you!
Please feel free to fill out the following survey and return to our office in person or by mail.
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Please prioritize the following issues in order of importance to you. (1- highest priority; 4 - lowest priority)
Tax relief is an important topic for this next session. What option would most likely benefit taxpayers?
____
Elimination of Property Taxes
			

____ Caps on the rate of property tax increases

____ Cut sales taxes

____ Reform Appraisal System

The School Finance System is also an important topic this next session. How would you like to see this addressed?
____ Increase state contribution to public schools
____ Tie funding increases to student, teacher, and school performance
____ Allow parents and students more school choice
Additional Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Responses can be mailed to Rep.DeWayne Burns, P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768.
Responses can also be submitted through fax to 512-463-0897 or digitally to District58.Burns@house.state.gov.

DeWayne
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Want to stay updated on what’s happening
in Austin? Follow me on Facebook.
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HELPFUL NUMBERS
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Aging & Disability Services, TX Dept...................................... 512-438-3011
Child, Disabled & Elder Abuse Hotline.................................... 800-252-5400
Child Support Info & Payment Inquiry.................................... 800-252-8014
Consumer Protection................................................................. 800-621-0508
Crime Victims’ Services............................................................. 800-983-9933
Environmental Quality, TX Commission on............................. 512-239-1000
Housing & Community Affairs, TX Dept................................ 512-475-3800
Income Assistance & Food Assistance........................................ 877-787-8999
Injured Workers’ Hotline........................................................... 800-252-7031
Legal Referral Service, State Bar................................................ 800-252-9690
Medicaid.................................................................................... 800-252-8263
Medicare.................................................................................... 800-633-4227
Nursing Home Complaints & Info........................................... 800-458-9858
Public Safety, TX Dept.............................................................. 512-424-2000
Roadside Emergency.................................................................. 800-525-5555
Workforce Commission (Unemployment).................................. 800-939-6631

