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Dear Friends,
It was truly an honor and privilege to serve you in the Texas House during the 84th legislature. It was a ground
breaking session on many key issues, and I’m happy to report that we were able to deliver real, tangible results for
the families of Bosque and Johnson Counties.
Working together, we addressed pressing matters such as tax relief, border security, transportation and education
funding, the defense of the our Constitutional rights and the protection of life in all of its forms. We did all of these
things while passing one of the most conservative, fiscally responsible budgets in Texas history.
We also took steps to end the Washington-style accounting games that have been used in past legislative sessions
where surplus account balances have been applied to certify the budget. House Bills 6 and 7 clarify proper uses for
general revenue dedicated accounts. This transparency in budgeting is critical to ensuring that the fees we all pay are
used appropriately.
My philosophy on the state budget is simple - tax dollars belong to taxpayers, not to the politicians and bureaucrats
in Austin. That’s why I’m so pleased with the budget that we passed this year. We were able to add $1.5 billion in
funding for our local schools, $2.5 billion in funding for roadways, and $840 million for additional border security.
We also protected the state’s Rainy Day Fund and provided $3.8 billion in tax relief to hard-working families.
I’ve put together this legislative update to give you a brief overview of some of the important new laws that were passed
during the 84th session of the Texas Legislature. I hope you’ll take a few minutes to read through it, and that you will
contact me if you have any questions or concerns about how any of these new laws will impact you or your family.
Again, thank you for the honor of serving you in the Texas House of Representatives, and I ask for your prayers and
support as we continue to tackle the challenges facing our state.
God bless,

DeWayne Burns

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.
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Tax Relief
I am pleased to report that we passed nearly $4 billion in property
tax and franchise tax cuts during the 84th legislature.
I co-authored one of the key bills in this legislative package, House
Bill 32, which provides a 25% cut in the state’s franchise tax, a
burdensome business tax that has hurt small businesses and
hampered job growth for years. I believe the passage of this bill is
the first step towards the ultimate repeal of the franchise tax entirely.

Additionally, with the passage of Senate Bill 1 and Senate Joint
Resolution 1, we amended the tax code to raise the homestead
exemption from $15,000 of the appraised value of a home to
$25,000 to help offset out-of-control property tax bills which are
crippling many families.
These bills are straightforward and fair, and they will put money
back into the pockets of taxpayers.

Property Rights
Water is one of our most precious resources, and it’s imperative
that as our population and economy grow, we establish the right
of property owners to the water beneath their land. The “Rule
of Capture”, or the right to pump water from beneath your own
property, has been in place for over 100 years. However, that
right in much of the state has been threatened in recent years
because of overregulation.

That is why I authored House Bill 4112 which has now legally
recognized that property owners also own the groundwater
beneath their land. It codifies into law the opinion of the Texas
Supreme Court from 2012 in the Edwards Aquifer Authority vs.
Day case. We also ended diversions from the state gas tax which
were going to fund programs unrelated to the maintenance and
construction of State Highways.

Transportation
In a rapidly-growing district like ours, it is vital that we provide
adequate roadways to keep up with the demands of the population.
During the legislative session, we passed transportation bills that
will increase funding for road projects without increasing taxes,
and also update the procedure for approving these projects by
reducing waste and inefficiency.
Senate Joint Resolution 5, which must be approved by voters
this November before becoming law, will add $2.5 billion a year
in sales tax revenue to the state highway fund. The fund will be
bolstered further, beginning in 2019, by additional monies from the
motor vehicle tax.

Meanwhile, House Bill 20 will force the Texas Department of
Transportation to create a planning process which updates agency
procedures to guarantee they reach the goals we set for them.
Additionally, local entities will offer guidance as to how to rank
and prioritize road projects when financial assistance is sought
from the state. The bill also sets up a committee to review the
department’s revenue, funding and other policies in order to
implement performance-based decision making.

EDUCATION
As a former school board member, protecting our neighborhood
schools and ensuring that our children have access to a quality
education have always been at the top of my agenda. We made
great strides this year towards increasing funding for education,
while increasing transparency and public school accountability and
improving early childhood development.
House Bill 1 provides $1.5 billion new dollars for public education,
in addition to $130 million to school districts who adopt the high
quality, accountable prekindergarten program.
House Bill 2804 institutes a new “A-F” system to rate individual
schools. The idea is to make schools more accountable for their
performance, in order to decrease the dependence on standardized
tests and provide for quicker and more effective action when a
school continuously fails to live up to academic standards.
We also increased funding for higher education by 7.5%, or $1.5
billion, over the next two years.

Rep. Burns speaks to 4th graders from North Joshua Elementary
during their visit to the Capitol in May.
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Religious Liberty
In June, the U.S. Supreme Court’s 5-4 decision making same-sex
marriage legal in all 50 states was a blow to the heart of our system
of representative democracy. If you recall, in 2005, more than 3/4
of Texas voters approved a state constitutional amendment which
defined a marriage as being between one man and one woman.
Rather than interpreting the law, 5 justices have now invalidated
part of the Texas Constitution in favor of their political agenda.

Rep. Burns offers words of encouragement and scripture reading in
support of law enforcement at a “Back the Blue” event in Burleson.

We must not allow this ruling to be a slippery slope that impacts
the religious freedom of Texans. With that in mind, I co-sponsored
the Pastor Protection Act (Senate Bill 2065) earlier this year. This
bill, which was signed into law by Governor Abbott this summer,
protects pastors and religious institutions from being forced to
perform marriage ceremonies that contradict with their beliefs. It
also protects them from penalties or discrimination for refusing to
officiate over or sanction same-sex weddings.

2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS
The recent string of tragic incidents involving gun violence across the country has resulted in increased calls from many quarters to curtail
the 2nd Amendment rights of law-abiding citizens. Now, more than ever, it is critical that we ensure the Constitutional rights of gun owners
are never infringed upon because of the actions of a few.
During the legislative session, I co-authored House Bill 910, a landmark piece of legislation also known as the “Open Carry” bill. Now
enacted into law, the bill expands the scope of a license to carry a concealed handgun to include the ability to carry openly so long
as the gun is holstered. Since Texas was one of the few states that completely prohibited the open carry of a handgun, I believed it
was time to remove the restriction to better comply with the 2nd Amendment and bring state law more in line with the values most of
us share as Texans.

Protecting Life
One of the great responsibilities that we have as a community
is to create just laws that protect the most defenseless
members of our society. Earlier this year, I am proud to have
co-authored two major pieces of pro-life legislation.
House Bill 3074 will now limit the ability of a hospital or doctor
to withdraw food and water from a patient. Before this law was
passed, the Texas Advanced Directives Act allowed them to
stop feeding a patient with only ten days notice, regardless
of the wishes of the patient or his or her family. Tragically,
this practice had become far too common in our hospitals,
and it resulted in the inhumane dehydration and starvation
of patients. I am hopeful that this new law will lead to further
reforms in the T.A.D.A.
House Bill 3994 is also a great step forward in eliminating
abortions on minors in Texas. A “judicial bypass” is the
process of a judge issuing an order for a doctor to perform
an abortion on an underage girl without notifying her parents,
much less obtaining consent from them. This new law limits
an attorney’s ability to change the court venue in search of a
favorable judge to obtain the bypass. It also stops the bypass
from being automatically granted if the judge does not rule
on the petition.

Governor Abbott and Representative Burns discuss important issues on the
House floor during session.
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BORDER SECURIT Y
Because of the influx of illegal immigrants crossing the Mexican border and the
federal government’s unwillingness to solve the problem, the job of securing
our border has unfortunately fallen on the state. So we did what the federal
government has failed to do time and time again — we acted.
I was one of the co-authors of House Bill 11 which dramatically increases the
number of D.P.S. officers stationed along the border, it creates an information
center to analyze data in real-time to provide state and local law enforcement
agencies with the intelligence they need, and it creates a volunteer corps of
retired state troopers to reinforce our existing resources. The bill also increases
the penalties for those caught smuggling people across the border and
establishes checkpoints heading into Mexico to search for weapons and drugs.
Pictured: Representative Burns addressing his colleagues on the House floor.

