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OSC AR LONGORIA
Dear Friends:

TEXAS
STRONG!

Thank you for your trust, it is truly an honor to serve as your Texas State
Representative. Our state has been through an emotional ride this year.
Hurricane Harvey has impacted Texas in ways which we will feel it’s effects for
months and years ahead. The phrase, TEXAS STRONG, has echoed across
the Lone Star State, our country, and throughout the world. It has become a
beacon of faith, perseverance, passion and unity, as Texans pulled together to
help each other.
With the most recent legislative session ending in May and subsequent
special session ending in August, I want to take the opportunity to update
you on the progress made by the legislature to improve our state.
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During session, I was grateful to have been named the Vice-Chairman of
the powerful House Appropriations Committee, being reappointed to the
Investments and Financial Services Committee, and newly appointed to the
Local & Consent Calendar Committee. Most notably, I was also given the
opportunity to lead as the Chairman for the Appropriations Subcommittee on
Articles I, IV, and V (General Government) and as an appointed House Conferee
for the state budget (S.B. 1). This session was no doubt one for the record as
we tackled a variety of imperative issues with the constraints of a tight budget.
Our office is happy with the many funding and legislative victories we enacted
that will continue to positively impact Texan families.
One of my main priorities throughout the session was to ensure that the
state budget for the 2018-2019 biennium would positively benefit the people
of Texas. Although there were discrepancies within the House and Senate
versions of the budget, we were able to negotiate and come to an agreement
on issues of most significance.
I hope you will find this legislative
update helpful in understanding the
many investments we made and the
priorities we addressed during the
session. As always, there is more
that could have been accomplished,
but for now, each of these items was
crucial to the progress of our state’s
economy, programs, agencies, and
most importantly, our constituency.
We remain TEXAS STRONG!

State Representative Oscar Longoria

House Appropriations Chairman,
Dr. John Zerwas and Vice Chairman
Longoria during the debate on Senate
Bill 1, the budget bill, on the floor
of the House of Representatives.


THE STATE BUDGET
The Texas Constitution requires the Legislature to
balance its budget every year without borrowing against
future receipts. That bars the government from deficit
spending and forces lawmakers, who meet for 20 weeks
every two years, to constantly balance demands for
programs and services against voters’ desire to limit
taxes, fees and other costs of government.

The budget appropriates over $106.7 billion in General
Revenue and $216.7 billion in All Funds (AF). While this
is a lean budget, it continues to put Texans first and
prioritizes education, transportation, border security,
and mental health.

2018-19 All Funds
Total: $216.758 billion

Judiciary

Agencies
of Education

Health &
Human Services

$80.433 billion
(37.1%)

$79.457 billion
(36.7%)

$824 million (0.4%)

Natural Resources
$4.545 billion (2.1%)

General Provisions
$84 million (0.04%)

Regulatory

Business &
Economic
Development
$31.846 billion
(14.7%)

$631 million (0.3%)

Legislature

$388 million (0.2%)

General Government
$6.241 billion (2.9%)

Public Safety
& Criminal Justice

$12.312 billion (5.7%)
NOTES: (1) Includes certain anticipated supplemental spending adjustments if applicable.
(2) Excludes Interagency Contracts. (3) Biennial change and percentage change are calculated on actual amounts before rounding.
Therefore, figure totals may not sum due to rounding.

We have worked diligently to address the state’s most
pressing issues and I am confident that while we may not
have funded all programs and agencies to the extent we
would have liked to, we did fund them to the best amount
allowable, given our budget constraints. As the ViceChairman of Appropriations, I worked conscientiously

to ensure that any reductions made were done so
responsibly, keeping in mind the millions of Texas
families that are affected by the decisions we make.
Therefore, I can present this budget proudly to you,
knowing that it has been crafted with the best intentions
and addresses the needs of our state.

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS DIRECTLY IMPACTING MY DISTRICT
AND THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY
Healthcare: $24.5 million in general revenue (GR)
($56.8 million AF) to restore approximately 25% of
the Medicaid therapy rate reductions implemented in
December 2016; $300 million to replace or significantly
repair state hospitals and other inpatient mental
health facilities throughout the state; $62.6 million
to eliminate the current and projected waiting lists
for community mental health services for adults
and children; and $37.5 million to establish a mental
health community grant program targeted towards
jail diversion (HB 12). I worked alongside Chairwoman
Sarah Davis (R – Houston) to secure $600,000 in the
biennium to implement a sentinel surveillance program
to monitor emerging and neglected tropical diseases
(which includes Zika) through the Department of State
Health Services.
UTRGV: The appropriation for the UTRGV medical
school is $53.5 million ($11.5 million in formula and
$42 million in special item funding). I am most proud to
have secured funding for Graduate Medical Education –
Additional $44.1 million in expansion money to increase
the number of residencies, which will greatly help our
new UTRGV School of Medical and future cohorts.

Vice Chairman Longoria discussing policy in favor
of House District 35 with Speaker Straus.

Education: Financial Aid – additional $71.4 million
for TEXAS grants covering 92% of eligible students
and $2 million for Texas Education Opportunity Grants
(TEOG) to community college students. Community
Colleges received an additional $18 million into Core
Funding and $11.4 million into Success Points. TRS –
additional $350 million to continue the program and
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lessen the burden on retirees. Chairman Longoria also
assisted in appropriating $1 million for the Library
& Archives Commission to assist public libraries in
applying for E-Rate funding and one-year of support
for increased broadband costs at discounted rates,
especially vital for our rural communities and schools.

Space-X: We appropriated $5 million in General
Revenue in fiscal year 2018 to be transferred to the
Spaceport Trust Fund which continues to promote
the Rio Grande Valley throughout the space program
around the world.

Border Security: As Chairman of Articles I, IV, &
V, I secured $3.2 million in General Revenue funding
for a Law Enforcement Operations Center in Peñitas.
The Law Enforcement Operations Center facility will
accommodate 30 Texas Highway Patrol officers and
have sufficient space for offices and meeting space.
Additionally, SB1 provides $25 million in grants to
local law enforcement for bulletproof vests under the
Trusteed Programs within the Office of the Governor.
First Responders: We were able to direct $1 million
General Revenue in grants to reimburse first responder
agencies (including professional and volunteer fire
departments) in the border region for costs incurred
while providing emergency response services
associated with the execution of law enforcement
activities relating to border security.
Border Prosecution Unit: Continuing to fund their
mission - this session we were able to secure $12
million in GR funding to continue to fund the BPU.
In the 84th Legislative session, I passed HB 12 which
put into statute the structure and duties of the state’s
BPU, which was formed in 2010 after the Legislature
appropriated $2 million per year to help border district
attorneys handle swelling caseloads. It is made up of
17 jurisdictions including all of the counties on the
border and their surrounding areas. An assistant
district attorney from each DAs office is assigned to
handle the additional prosecutions of border crimes —
smuggling, violent crimes, money laundering and gang
activity associated with cartels. They work with Federal
officials, Texas Department of Public Safety and local
law enforcement to investigate and prosecute cases.

Rep. Longoria honors former Dallas Cowboys’
Quarterback Tony Romo on the House Floor.


PRESERVING HEALTH CARE FOR RETIRED TEACHERS
For 12 years, our retired educators had not seen an
increase in premiums. At the start of the legislative
session, TRS-Care, the state’s health care plan for
retired teachers, faced a projected deficit of $1 billion and
beyond. The collapse of TRS-Care would occur by the end
of 2019 if actions were not taken, expanding the deficit
by over $4 billion. In an effort to protect the program, we
made plan changes which included higher premiums and
deductibles for retired teachers. The issue was brought
back during the Summer special session when we then
alleviated the effects of the most major cost increases.
We will definitely be tackling this issue again when the
Legislature reconvenes in January 2019. Our retired
teachers dedicated their lives and careers to our children,
I will continue to work diligently with them to see that
TRS-Care is structurally sound and affordable.

Rep. Longoria and Speaker Straus honor La Joya ISD
folkorico and mariachi students on the House Floor.

PROTECTING TEX AS CHILDREN- FOSTER CARE REFORM
Listed as an emergency item by the Governor, the Child
Protective Services and Foster Care System were in dire
need of reform. I am content with negotiations we made
during the appropriations process to increase case workers,
providing additional adult preparation services, and

expanding prevention and early intervention programs.
Several pieces of common sense legislation were passed to
reform the agency and ensure that Texas’ most vulnerable
children receive the care they deserve.

GOD BLESS OUR VETERANS
All gave some, and some gave all, and we are profoundly
grateful for the service of those who have paid the
ultimate sacrifice to protect our country. The Legislature
worked together to preserve the Hazelwood program,
which provides tuition waivers for qualified veterans,
their spouses, and children. It is intolerable the amount of
suicides which occur each year due to our soldiers suffering

from post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). This session,
the Legislature created the Veteran Suicide Prevention
Action Plan to address this issue. A constitutional
amendment was also agreed upon to preserve a residential
property tax exemption for a partially disabled veteran, or
the veteran’s surviving spouse, if the home was donated by
a charitable organization.

MENTAL HEALTH SCREENINGS
FOR ADOLESCENTS
Almost half of all mental illnesses begin before age 14,
but children on Medicaid were only allowed one screening
beginning at age 12. Representative Longoria worked
with his colleagues to ensure an annual mental health
screening for children ages 12-18 enrolled in Medicaid,
giving doctors a chance to detect these problems early
and provide timely treatment.
Rep. Longoria listens to witness testimony during an
Investments and Financial Services Committee hearing.

REPRESENTATIVE LONGORIA CONTINUES HIS FIGHT
AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Commercial property owners will be allowed to evict
businesses from their commercial property if the owner
reasonably believes the business is involved in prostitution
or trafficking (sex or labor);
Truckers (CDL license holders) will be equipped with tools
and knowledge on where truckers can observe, obtain
actionable information, and report to law enforcement to
help rescue trafficking victims;

The TEA Commissioner, in cooperation with the Human
Trafficking Prevention Task Force, will develop a sex
trafficking prevention program for public schools. The
program will be used in a school’s health class to discuss
information and procedures for reporting different forms
of sexual abuse and sex trafficking, including strategies
for avoiding high-risk trafficking activities.

OTHER LEGISLATION MY OFFICE PASSED
HB 2306 - This bill gives law enforcement agencies
additional reimbursement of funds from auction proceeds,
which in turn allows for greater compensation to private
property owners whose property was damaged because of
a pursuit involving an abandoned motor vehicle, aircraft,
or watercraft motor vehicle.
HB 1697 - Access to pediatric subspecialists is severely
limited in some areas of the state and is possible only by
medical transport over long distances, which is disruptive
to families and potentially expensive. This bill improves
access to pediatric subspecialist care, connects rural
hospitals to the state’s advanced pediatric specialists,
and reduces the number of fragile infants who must be
transferred to large urban centers for specialty care
through the establishment of a grant program.
HB 2580 - This bill changes the law to allow the Savings
and Mortgage Lending Commissioner authority to inquire
with DPS regarding criminal background checks of
individuals over whom the commissioner has such authority
(applicant for or holder of a license, charter, contractor,
subcontractor, employee, intern).
HB 1099 - Current state law prohibits landlords from
prohibiting residential tenants the right to summon police
or emergency assistance or impose monetary penalties
on residential tenants who summon police or emergency
assistance in response to family violence. This bill will
ensure that all Texans have access to emergency assistance
by prohibiting a landlord’s ability to prevent or dissuade
tenants from calling for emergency help if they reasonably
believe that an individual needs intervention or emergency
assistance.
HB 3921 - This bill protects the financial well-being
of certain vulnerable adults by authorizing financial
institutions, securities dealers, and investment advisers
to place a hold on suspicious transactions involving these
vulnerable adults and by requiring the reporting of
suspected financial exploitation.
HB 3276 - This bill takes important steps to require greater
transparency at freestanding ERs to ensure consumers
receive adequate information to make informed healthcare
decisions for them and their families. It amends current law
relating to notice of health benefit plan provider network
status provided by certain freestanding emergency medical
care facilities.

HB 1983 - This bill seeks to remedy issues within the
current system to make PTSD, as diagnosed by the
American Psychiatric Association, a compensable injury
under workers’ compensation. The legislation will give a
fire fighter or police officer the option to apply for benefits
under workers’ compensation for PTSD without declaring
a mental impairment, providing they meet the diagnostic
criteria and the condition was caused by an event occurring
within the scope of their employment as a fire fighter or
police officer.
HB 377 - Will allow all surviving spouses of deceased
veterans the ability to order the same specialty plates that
the veteran would have been able to order if they were still
alive. This benefit remains in place so long as the surviving
spouse does not remarry; it also closes the loophole in
current statute that prevents a spouse of a deceased veteran
from being able to honor the memory of their loved one’s
service to our nation.
HB 355 - This bill prohibits registered sex offenders from
living in on-campus dormitories or other housing facilities.
The bill also enables institutions of higher education to
decide if a registered sex offender who is rated at the lowest
likelihood of reoffending can live in on-campus housing.
HB 62 - The bill establishes a misdemeanor offense
punishable by a fine of not more than $99 for a first-time
offense or $200 if the offender has been previously convicted
for the same offense, for using a hand held device to read,
write, or send a text based communication while operating
a moving vehicle that is not stopped.
HB 2937 - Will amend current law relating to the
establishment of a pilot program under which a licensed
hospital may offer dual credit courses to public high school
students. While many dual-credit offerings are useful for
students who intend to enter the medical field, there is not
currently an opportunity for hospitals to work directly with
students who wish to obtain industry certifications to become
sonography, radiology, or patient care technicians. These
courses will help students work towards receiving Texas
Workforce Commission-approved industry certifications in
these high-need medical fields, contributing to the effort to
fulfill our state’s growing healthcare workforce needs.

 YOUR STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
Oscar Longoria is your legislator for House District 35. The district
encompasses both Hidalgo and Cameron Counties and includes the cities/
towns of: La Joya, Sullivan City, Peñitas, Alton, Edinburg, Monte Alto,
Edcouch, La Villa, Mercedes, Weslaco, Santa Rosa, Primera, Palm Valley,
Combes, Harlingen, and La Feria.
Rep. Longoria was born in Mission and raised in South Texas. He is a
product of the La Joya Independent School District. He attended South
Texas College for two years before transferring to the University of
Texas at Austin, where he graduated in 2003 with a Bachelor of Science
in Communication Studies. In 2007, Rep. Longoria graduated with his
Doctorate of Jurisprudence from the University of Texas School of Law.
The Representative is licensed to practice law in Texas, licensed to practice
law in the United States Southern District of Texas, and is a Certified
Mediator via the University of Texas School of Law. Rep. Longoria is a
member of the Texas Trial Lawyers Association, the Hidalgo County Bar
Association, and the Hidalgo County Young Lawyers Association.
An active member of his community, Rep. Longoria has previously served
on the Agua Special Utility District as a Board Member and is also a
former Board of Trustee for South Texas College (STC), which serves
approximately 30,000 students across the Rio Grande Valley.
Rep. Longoria is married to Jennifer Ruiz-Longoria of Mission and they have two beautiful daughters, Camilla Lee
Longoria and Madison Lee Longoria.
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IMPORTANT AGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

Aging and Disability Services, TX Dept. of .............. 800-458-9858
Agriculture, TX Dept. of ...........................................800-835-5832
Attorney General, Office of........................................ 800-252-8011
Child Support ..............................................................800-252-8014
Consumer Protection..................................................800-621-0508
Crime Victims .............................................................800-983-9933
Comptroller of Public Accounts .................................800-531-5441
Criminal Justice, Dept. of .......................................... 512-463-9776
Family and Protective Services, Dept. of .................. 512-438-4800
Texas Abuse/Neglect Hotline.....................................800-252-5400
Texas Youth Hotline ...................................................800-989-6884
Governors Citizens Assistance Hotline............................. 800-843-5789
Housing & Community Affairs, TX Dept. of .................. 800-525-0657
Insurance, TX Dept. of......................................................... 800-578-4677
Licensing and Regulation, Dept. of.................................... 800-803-9202
Motor Vehicles, TX Dept. of ................................................ 888-368-4689
Public Safety, TX Dept. of ................................................... 512-424-2000
Public Utility Commission of Texas ................................. 888-782-8477



State Bar of Texas ................................................................ 800-204-2222
Lawyer Referral Service.............................................800-252-9690
Texas Equal Access to Justice ................................... 800-252-3401
Texas Lawyer’s Assistance Program ........................ 800-343-8527
State Health Services, TX Dept. of ........................... 888-963-7111
TX Commission Environmental Quality .................. 800-687-4040
TX Education Agency .................................................512-463-9734
TX Secretary of State .................................................512-463-5555
TX Water Development Board ...................................800-973-7252
TX Workforce Commission ........................................512-463-2222
Transportation, TX Dept. of ......................................800-558-9368
Senator John Cornyn .................................................956-423-0162
Senator Ted Cruz........................................................210-340-2885
Congressman Ruben Hinojosa ................................... 956-682-5545
Congressman Henry Cuellar ..................................... 956-424-3942
State Senator Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa........................ 956-972-1841
State Senator Eddie Lucio Jr. ....................................956-968-9927
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