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Dear Neighbors,
Long before the swearing in on January 10th,
we began working on issues important to HD 18.
Now, even though most
of my efforts are spent in
committee hearings or on
the House floor, there is
still a lot of preparation
and research being done
to prepare for the wide
range of issues we address daily. Needless to
say, this is not a job for a
single issue person.
We are also busy in the
district meeting with constituents. Often, we get
asked about things which
we aren’t able to remedy,
but sure don’t mind finding out who can help and
sharing that information.
I have learned so much
about a wide variety of
concerns and needs not
just in HD 18, but across
our state. It sure puts
things in perspective.
The wheels of the legislative process are turning!
If we can help you in any
way, please let us know.
God Bless You All and
God Bless our Great
State of Texas

Tax Reform
By law, Texas’s cities, counties, schools, and special districts may generate annual revenue through property taxes.
Often, taxpayers believe their
tax bills are going up because
taxing entities are raising their
tax rates. That is not the case.
Instead, appraisal values across
Texas are on the rise. As valuations rise, property taxes rise.
Legislators are working on the
Property Tax Reform & Relief
Act of 2017 (SB 2). A key part of
the proposed legislation is to
lower the rollback rate from 8
percent to 5 percent and require a tax ratification election
if the rollback rate is exceeded.
In addition to lowering the
rollback rate, legislation would
statutorily set the filing deadline for property tax protests as
May 15th. Currently, dates vary
according to type of property
and people miss the deadline to
file a protest. Efforts to reduce
compliance costs are also a part
of the legislation.

Filing Deadline this Week!
As a reminder, don’t forget the
deadline to file or update homeowner property tax exemptions
is April 30th.
If you have a current homeowners exemption and nothing
has changed since the filing, you
should not have to refile, unless
the Central Appraisal District
(CAD) instructs otherwise.
If you are unsure your exemptions are correct or up-to-date, I
encourage you to call your
county CAD to verify.
If you need help filing exemption paperwork, the employees
at
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Essentially, the rollback tax
rate is a revenue cap. As valuations go up, so goes revenue,
even if the tax rate remains the
same. The cap would allow
property taxes to increase by no
more than the proposed 5%
from year to year. The only
way around that would be
through a special election.
“The cap isn’t to hinder the
taxing entities ability to generate much needed operating

revenue, but to better align it to
inflation. I am concerned about
funding for first responders. Their
salaries are low, equipment and
vehicles are expensive, and our
cities and counties must be able
to generate enough funding to
provide services. It is important
to balance the needs of the entities and the taxpayers ability to
pay. I will watch closely as we
debate this bill and keep you informed,” said Rep. Bailes.

Representative Bailes continues to focus on long-term
property tax relief.
your local CAD will help you
with the process. If you have
elderly or disabled family members or friends, I encourage you
to help them make sure they get
the exemptions they deserve.
Some property tax exemptions
are partial and some are total
exemptions. But, to get any
exemption you must file the
application to be approved.
Don’t forget, this is your last
week to file/update homeowners
exemptions.
Hopefully, the info to the right
will help in this process.
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The most common
homeowners exemptions:
 Residence Homestead
 Over age 65
 Disabled (meet Social




Security disability guidelines)

Disabled Veteran
100% Disabled Veteran

To contact your local
Central Appraisal District:
 Liberty Co.: 936-336-5722
 San Jac. Co.: 936-653-1450
 Walker Co.: 936-295-9188
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A Quick Glimpse...
Bailes Passes HB 2386
In February, Representative Bailes
filed HB 2386 to include volunteer
firefighters as authorized fire personnel that may supervise certain
burn sites.
In March, the bill was read and
referred to the Environmental Regulation Committee and a public hearing was held to consider testimony.
HB 2386 will provide a technical
clarification in the law to ensure
that plant scrap burn sites in rural
areas of Texas are able to operate in
compliance with the law, while
providing volunteer firefighters with
supervision authority.
On April 20th, Representative
Bailes passed the bill on the House
floor with unanimous support.

Public Education
Transportation Funding
When the budget was debated in
the House on 04/06/17, Representative Bailes filed HB 2386, a budget
amendment that addresses public
education transportation funding.
Established in 1984, the transportation allotment provides funding
through a formula based on the concentration of eligible riders in the
service area and total miles traveled.
The rates have not increased since
they were established in 1984. Since

then, the costs of fuel and vehicle
maintenance have increased, leaving
school districts with a greater financial burden. The amendment Representative Bailes filed would increase the transportation cost allotment by 20 cents; a modest increase,
but a much needed increase for our
schools.
Although the House passed the
budget with the amendment included, Representative Bailes will be
watching closely as it moves
through the Senate.

Supporting our Men
and Women in Blue
Representative Bailes is honored
to co-author HB 2189. Under this
bill, Texas DPS will permanently
operate and participate in the National Blue Alert System.
Similar to an Amber Alert, a Blue
Alert would be sent out to the public if an officer is injured or killed in
the line of duty.
The goal is to aid in the apprehension of an individual suspected of
killing or causing serious bodily injury to a law enforcement officer.
In addition to HB 2189, Representative Bailes is also co-authoring
HB 2524 to support the surviving
spouses of first responders who are
killed in the line of duty. HB 2524
will make surviving spouses eligible
for a property tax exemption on

their home, as long as the surviving
spouse was married to the first responder at the time of the death and
has not since remarried.
“I am honored to stand with law
enforcement and first responders.
These men and women have my
utmost respect. I am hopeful that
these two pieces of legislation will
help in some way,” said Representative Bailes.

HB 1692 Addresses
Handgun Issue
Representative Bailes, like so many
other Texan’s, is licensed to carry a
handgun. Under current state law,
licensed carriers are prohibited from
storing a handgun in the vehicle in
the parking lot of a school.
Commonsense would tell you that
people who travel with handguns
can’t simply take them out of their
vehicles when entering school property.
HB 1692, which Representative
Bailes is co-authoring, would allow
licensed holders to store a handgun
or other firearm and/or ammunition
in a vehicle in the parking lot of a
primary or secondary school as long
as it is not in plain view.

Our Lone Star Flag






The opportunity to meet with members of the American
Legion and thank them for their service, past and present,
was an honor for Representative Bailes. Commander of
the Liberty American Legion (Liberty Co.), Mark McClelland (3rd from left), joined his comrades, Tony Marty and Ed
Jarvis, in addressing issues important to all veterans.

On April 21st, Texans paused to pay
tribute to the Battle of San Jacinto, the
epoch battle that established the independent Lone Star Republic in 1836.
Across Texas, Lone Star Flags flew
proudly to commemorate the day.

Adopted 01/25/1839 (the 2nd official flag of the Republic of Texas).
Red stands for bravery.
Blue symbolizes loyalty.
White stands for purity.
The Lone Star represents all of
Texas and stands for our unity.
The five points of the star represent
the characteristics of a good citizen:
fortitude, loyalty, righteousness,
prudence, and broadmindedness.

“Honor the Texas flag;
I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas,
one state under God,
one and indivisible.”

HD 18 SPOTLIGHT of SERVICE—WE SALUTE

Those Who Work to Prevent Child Abuse
April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month.

Pinwheels for Child Abuse
The blue pinwheel is the symbol for child abuse prevention.
In each newsletter, we salute groups who give selflessly of
their time, talent, and energies to do so much for people
in HD 18. In this newsletter, we want to salute those who
work to protect abused children.
We may not know you by name or recognize each of your
faces, but we honor your service. Even if we don’t know
you personally, those you work to protect surely do.
You are the unsung heroes to many.

Thank you for all you do.

We applaud the efforts of individuals, volunteers,
groups and organizations who do
so much for our children.
You are the ones that make a difference in
the life of children in need.
Through your example, we are reminded that we
too can all be advocates for children.
No child deserves to be abused or neglected.
Together, we can make a difference!

Representative Bailes has passed his first bill - HCR 59.
HCR 59 urges Congress to pass a budget.
The timing of the passage of the bill could not be any
more relevant. If Congress does not pass a budget or a
continuing resolution by Friday, April 28th, the
government could be shutdown, similar to what
we experienced in 2013.
He was humbled by the overwhelming support of his
fellow freshman legislators as they stood by his side for
this important milestone as a State Representative.
Representative Bailes is working hard on numerous
pieces of legislation important to House District 18
and the State of Texas.

Smokey Bear and the Texas Forestry Service,
came to Austin this week to provide updates
on the wildfires that hit the Texas panhandle
in March. We keep the region in our
thoughts as they cope with the loss of life and
livestock, as well as devastation to their land.

Each year, on April 21st, Aggies join together around
the world to softly call the muster. Representative
Bailes cherished the opportunity to join fellow Aggies
at the 2017 Liberty County Aggie Muster for the
chance to honor, remember, and pay tribute to fallen
Aggies and offer a roll call for the absent.

In an effort to get a better understanding of
how they can help promote economic development in our area, Secretary of State Pablos, and
members of his team, recently visited East Texas and spoke with local representatives at the
Rural Economic Development Summit.
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Alex Chartier is the district intern for Representative Bailes. He can often be found at
events in HD 18, and is an important link
between the constituents in the district and
Representative Bailes while he is in Austin.

Alex Chartier,
District 18 Intern

He is also the Vice President of the Pre-Law
Society and hopes to attend law school after
graduation. In his free time, he enjoys woodworking, hiking, spending time with his dog,
and planning for his upcoming wedding.

While it is always a pleasure to welcome constituents from HD 18 to their
state capitol in Austin, some visits are especially moving.
Recently, family and friends of Josey Lynn Scott came to
Austin to testify on behalf of designating FM 2666 in
San Jacinto County as the Josey Lynn Scott Memorial Highway.
For many, the designation will mean little more than a sign on a road.
But for those who continue their work to bring awareness
to the devastation caused by hit-and-run drivers,
the designation means much, much more.
As Josey’s family said,
“This isn’t just about Josey, it is about all those we’ve lost to hit-and-run.
We have got to get these laws changed! We can’t bring Josey back, but by bringing
awareness to hit-and-run, we can do something to make a difference.”

Committee Update:

We are busy in Austin and one step closer to a budget! After we made amendments to
SB 1, the House version of the budget went to the conference committee for the “compromise” part of the process. The Senate and House
must now reconcile their differences to get a final budget. I will keep you updated.
The past few weeks, my committee members and I have taken testimony on a diverse group of bills. Some of the more interesting bills are
highlighted below. Hopefully, you will find it informative. eb4
Economic & Small Business Development
 HB 2004 by Doc Anderson—This bill would expand funding for
rural economic development programs through Texas Department of Agriculture initiatives. Goals include encouraging the
export of Texas agricultural products or products manufactured
in rural Texas.
 HB 374 by J. Johnson— The bill would require the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) to provide to the Texas Education
Agency (TEA) certain employment information. The info will
relate to career and technical education partnership opportunities as well as professional development for teachers and learning opportunities for students. The information would be an
asset to educators as they work to strengthen career and technical education. It will also benefit students as they seek employment after high school graduation.

Land & Resource Management- Representative Bailes is a co-author
on both of the following bills and they have been left pending in committee.





HB 299 by Larson— This bill would give landowners the ability
to vote on whether or not they would be annexed by a municipality. If annexed, the city would have to provide the same level
of services to the newly incorporated area as it does to the rest
of the city. Representative Bailes became a co-author of this bill
to ensure HD 18 values have a seat at the table.
HB 2684 by Burns—This Eminent Domain bill seeks to create
transparency of the overall contract. The goal is to strengthen
the bona fide offer to the landowner. Also, it allows for the
landowner to receive an initial 10% offer of market value upfront
or a certified appraisal to determine the market value. Representative Bailes has had continued conversations with the author
of the bill to insure additional protections for property owners
are addressed.

