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NEIGHBORHOOD
PROTECTION AND PUBLIC
SAFETY

How to Reach Representative Dutton

HB 438: Added the justice courts
to list of venues that could grant
an occupational driver’s license.
Result: Signed by the Governor.
HB 2050: Created the Texas Task
Force on Gun Violence which was
empowered to study the causes
Rep. Dutton with Cobb Middle School students.
and effects of gun violence and
recommend programs to the LegCIVIL RIGHTS
islature designed to prevent gun violence. Result:
HB 49: Required a police officer to obtain a search
Left pending in Committee.
warrant before conducting a body cavity search of
a person arrested or detained during the investiCRIMINAL LAW
HB 184: Made possession of one ounce or less of gation of a criminal offense involving a traffic stop.
Result: Left pending in Committee.
marihuana a Class C misdemeanor rather than a
Class B misdemeanor. Also a defendant would be
HB 439: Permitted ex-felons convicted in Texas to
required to successfully complete a drug abuse apply to have their civil rights restored. Current law
awareness and education program. Result: Passed provides only an opportunity for ex-felons conout of Committee.
victed in another state or a foreign country to have
HB 319: Eliminated the death penalty sentencing their rights restored. Result: Passed the House but
failed in the Senate.
option for those convicted under the Law of Parties. Result: Left pending in Committee.
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As you may know, the 83rd Legislative Session ended on May 27, 2013, only to be followed by three Special
“Called” Sessions with the final one ending on August 5, 2013.

FAMILY LAW

This legislative session was marked by a slightly different economic environment than the 2011 legislative
session where the legislature bridged a $27 billion shortfall with unprecedented cuts to education and social services. However, the recovering economic climate presented an opportunity to restore some of last
session’ disastrous cuts in the 2014-2015 budget.

Harold V. Dutton, Jr.

Including the three special sessions, 1,443 of the 6,142 bills filed
were passed and became law. Additionally, the Governor vetoed 28 bills that passed both Houses.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

HB 191: Required that any unpaid child support that
occurred during a person’s incarceration of 90 days
or more was stayed and would provide a rebuttable
challenge to a motion for contempt for failure to pay
the child support during that period of incarceration.
Result: Left pending in Committee.
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HB 190: Created the right of spouses who simply
want to separate to file with the courts to obtain a
legal separation. Result: Left pending in Committee.
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Message from Representative Dutton
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HB 1862: Removed switchblade knifes from the
prohibited weapon’s list. Result: Signed by the Governor.
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HB 328: Enhanced the penalty from a Class A misdemeanor to a third degree felony if a police officer and/
or prosecutor intentionally or knowingly suppressed
evidence that would have been favorable to a defendant and material to the defendant’s guilt or punishment. Result: Left pending in Committee.

AUSTIN OFFICE:
State Capitol Room 3N.05
Post Office Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768-2910
PHONE: (512) 463-0510
FAX: (512) 463-8333

District 142

Harold V. Dutton, Jr.

State Representative

highlights of rep. dutton’s legisl ation

Finally, it continues to be an honor to serve as your Representative and a pleasure to do what is best for Texas generally and the
residents of District 142 specifically.
Enjoy reading this newsletter and I appreciate your support, advice, criticisms and suggestions.

HELPFUL NUMBERS

Rep. Dutton with Our Mother of Mercy seniors.

Child/Elderly Abuse Hotline..................................(800) 252-5400
Child Care Information............................................(512) 327-7660
Child Support Enforcement...................................(800) 252-8014
Children’s Health Insurance (CHIP).....................(800) 647-6558
Consumer Protection...............................................(512) 463-2070
Crime Stoppers...........................................................(512) 472-8477
Disability Issues..........................................................(512) 463-5739
Disability Issues (TDD).............................................(512) 463-5746
Domestic Violence/Rape Crisis Hotline.............(512) 267-SAFE
Employee Rights........................................................(800) 832-2829
First Call for Help of United Way..................................211 or 973-9203
Governor’s Information & Referral......................(512) 463-1782
HIV/STD Information................................................(800) 299-2437
Insurance Consumer Line.......................................(512) 463-6515
Lawyer Referral Service...........................................(512) 472-8303
Legal Aid Society.......................................................(512) 447-7707

Medicaid Fraud Division.........................................(512) 463-2011
Medicaid Information...............................................(800) 252-8263
Medicare Information..............................................(800) 633-4227
MHMR Crisis Hotline (24-hour)............................(512) 472-4357
Nursing Home Complaints....................................(800) 458-9858
Older Adults’ Information & Referral.................(512) 916-6062
Older Texans’ Legal Hotline...................................(512) 477-3950
Runaway Hotline............................................................... (888) 580-HELP
Social Security Information...................................(800) 772-1213
Suicide Prevention Center......................................(512) 472-4357
Tenants’ Council..........................................................(512) 474-7006
Texas Youth Hotline...................................................(800) 210-2278
Veterans’ Information...............................................(800) 827-1000
Victims’ Services, Austin Police Department..........(512) 974-5037
Women’s Legal Hotline............................................(512) 476-1866

All the best,
Rep. Dutton presenting a bill.
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As the 83rd Legislative Session began, the Speaker of the House appointed Rep. Dutton to serve as
Chairman of the Urban Affairs Committee and as a member of the Sunset Advisory Commission.
Rep. Dutton also served on the Public Education Committee where he now enjoys the distinction
of the longest serving member on this Committee in Texas’ history.

Rep. Dutton offering the morning prayer.

HB 2138: Expanded the boundaries of the Near Northside Management District by extending the southern
boundary to Buffalo Bayou rather than Interstate 10.
In addition, the board of the Near Northside Management District increased from nine directors to twelve,
with members serving staggered, three - year terms.
Result: Passed the Legislature but Vetoed by Governor.

NEIGHBORHOOD

CHILD SEX OFFENDERS

In an attempt to reduce wrongful
convictions in Texas, prosecutors
are now required to open their files
to defendants and to keep records
of the evidence they disclosed. This
measure established a uniform,
open file discovery policy in all criminal cases.

MICHAEL MORTON ACT

Senior citizens and those who are
disabled may apply to vote by mail
once per election cycle for all elections rather than having to submit
multiple applications for different
elections throughout an election
cycle.

ELECTIONS

Texas will no longer permit proxy marriages unless
one party is serving in the military and stationed outside of the country. This directly affects inmates who
will no longer be permitted to get married while confined in prison.

PROXY MARRIAGES

DNA TESTING

Requires the state to perform DNA testing of all biological evidence in any capital offense where the state is
seeking the death penalty. It also requires the Department of Public Safety of the State of Texas to pay for all
the DNA testing performed.

Texas colleges and universities received total funding of $17.9 billion and $13 billion in general revenue.
Additionally, appropriations to the TEXAS Grant and
Texas Educational Opportunity Grant programs were
increased by 25% and 20% respectively in an attempt
to assist at least 84% of eligible students.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Tickets to Students- Law enforcement is prohibited
from issuing tickets to students for “school offenses”.
Instead, school districts are authorized to implement
a system of graduated sanctions for misbehaving
students or refer the student to a diversion program.

Issuing Class C

Also, college and university students who possess a
concealed handgun license are permitted to store
their firearms in their locked cars when they park on
campus, notwithstanding a university’ opposition.

School boards and charter school governing boards
are allowed to appoint one employee per 400 students
on a campus to serve as a school marshal. Those designated would be required to obtain certification by
the Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards
and Education.

Guns on Campus

Students in schools with at least 80% of the students
on free and reduced lunch are eligible for a federally
funded free breakfast.

School Breakfast

Requires a landlord of multifamily unit of ten or more to
notify tenants in writing within five days after receipt of
a notice of disconnection from an electric or gas utility
provider of the tenant’ rights and remedies including
the right to terminate the lease and recover damages.

TENANT’ RIGHTS

Upon a second conviction of a sexuRep. Dutton while the House is at ease.
ally violent offense against a child
under the age of 14, a person would receive an automatic sentence of life without parole in prison.
The penalty for leaving the scene of an accident resulting in the death of a person was enhanced from a thirddegree felony to a second-degree felony.

HIT AND RUN

After February 1, 2014, the Texas
Workforce Commission will begin
drug testing initial unemployment
benefit applicants if their responses
to a written screening questionnaire indicate possible drug use, if
an applicant lost their job due to illegal drug use, or if they are seeking
work in a profession that regularly
conducts drug tests. An individual
whose drug screening assessment
indicates a reasonable likelihood of
use of a prohibited substance must
submit to and pass a drug test before unemployment benefits can
be granted. An individual who fails
a drug test is not eligible to receive
unemployment benefits until the
individual has passed a subsequent
drug test which cannot be administered earlier than four weeks after
the previous drug test.

DRUG TESTING

WATER UTILITIES AND RATEMAKING

The jurisdiction over water utility ratemaking cases is
now transferred from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality to the Public Utility Commission,
and overhauls the process for how water ratemaking
cases will be conducted and rates may be calculated.
It provides for a tiered approach in calculating water
rates based on the size of the utility or the number of
connections and creates a timeline for the ratemaking process. This seeks to protect consumer rights in
the development of water rates and provides for the
opportunity of representation through the Texas Office of Public Utility Counsel.

OTHER M ajor Issues

Curricula and Diploma-Replaced the previous three
graduation diplomas with a single diploma, called
the “foundation high school program” in which students can earn a variety of postsecondary opportu-

School district ratings will now be conducted on a scale
of A through F. In addition to ratings by the Texas Education Agency, each school district must rate itself as
well as each campus in the district.

Accountability Ratings

Reduced the number of required end of course exams given to students from fifteen to five which will
now include only English I, English II, Algebra I, Biology, and US History and provided that the exams will
not comprise any part of a student’s grade.

Other public education issues include:
State Mandated Exams

The 83rd Session’ budget restored $3.8 billion of last
sessions’ cuts of $5.4 billion to public education. The
current budget, unlike last session’, fully funds enrollment growth.

Public Schools

Despite having the highest number of health care
uninsured, the legislature rejected attempts to increase spending on Medicaid by $19 billion over the
next ten years, even though that expansion would
have brought Texas $100 billion in matching federal funds and would have provided coverage to an
estimated 1.5 million Texans. Estimates of the full
amount of savings from expanding Medicaid could
be almost $1.2 billion in general revenue, and generate over 300,000 Texas jobs on average over the next
10 years.

nities and expanded course options. Students may
earn an additional endorsement in one of five areas
which include STEM; business and industry; public
service; arts and humanities; and, multidisciplinary
studies. To obtain a distinguished level, students
must complete the foundation high school program,
achieve one of the endorsements and earn an additional credit of science and four credits of mathematics, including Algebra II. Also, only students who
obtain the distinguished level are eligible for inclusion in Texas’ top ten percent rule. Students entering
ninth grade are required to have a “personal graduation plan” developed in conjunction with the student’s parent and teacher. The “personal graduation
plan” of each student must promote either college
readiness or workforce readiness. Only students who
enter high school in the fall of 2014 are affected by
these changes but current students may voluntarily
opt for the new diploma requirements.

HB 326: Permitted a person to serve all or part of
three consecutive terms as a member of the appraisal review board before having to sit out a term to be
eligible to reapply. Result: Signed by the Governor.

HB 370: Permitted eligible Harris County inmates to
register to vote and vote on Election Day. Result: Left
pending in Committee.

ELECTION

HB 2139: Authorized the Near Northside Management District to designate all or any part of the district as a tax increment reinvestment zone. In addition, it authorizes the Management District and an
overlapping taxing unit to enter into an interlocal
agreement for the payment of all or a portion of the
tax increment of the unit to the management district.
Result: Passed the Legislature.

SB 1718: Created a statewide school district called the
Texas Achievement School District whose purpose
was to turn around failing Texas public schools and
then return those schools to their respective school
districts. Provided that campuses which were rated
low performing for two consecutive years could be
placed by the Commissioner of the Texas Education
Agency into the Texas Achievement School District
although the measure was limited to ten campuses
statewide. Result: Passed Senate; Died in House.

HB 1374: Permitted students who are home schooled
to participate in university interscholastic activities
(UIL) in their public school district. Result: Left pending in Committee.

HB 324: Permitted school districts to sell or lease under-utilized or unused facilities at fair market value
to charter schools. Result: Left pending in Committee.

PUBLIC EDUCATION

highlights of rep. dutton’s legisl ation

If approved by voters on the November, 2013 ballot, $2 billion will be withdrawn from the Rainy Day
Fund and become a revolving fund designed to finance projects in the State Water Plan. Water districts
around the State may apply for low interest loans to
pay for water projects in their local communities.

Water

Half of the oil and gas severance tax revenues, previously restricted solely to the Rainy Day Fund, will
now be directed to the State Highway Fund for the
construction and maintenance of Texas roadways,
excluding toll roads. However, this measure will appear on the November, 2014, ballot and only if approved by Texas voters will this measure take effect.

Transportation

The maps in which the current Texas legislature and the
Texas Congressional delegation were elected in 2012
were drawn by a federal court in San Antonio, Texas.
During the first special session, the legislature adopted,
with minimal changes, those court drawn maps.

Redistricting

In response to an order by the U.S. Supreme Court,
Texas cannot treat 17 year olds as adults and those
18 year old and under who are convicted of a capital
murder will receive an automatic sentence of life in
prison, with the possibility of parole after serving 40
calendar years.

Juvenile Justice

Passed in the second special session, abortions, except when the life of the mother is endangered, are
completely banned in Texas after 20 weeks and doctors performing abortions in Texas must have admitting privileges in a hospital within 30 miles of the abortion facility. Additionally, doctors must stay in contact
with a patient throughout a drug induced abortion and
abortion clinics must adhere to the same standards as
hospital style surgical centers.

Abortions

Funding for the Agency in the 2014-2015 budget
totals $74 billion, with only $30 billion of that from

Other aspects of the budget are as follows:
Health and Human Services

The Texas Comptroller estimated that for the 20142015 budget, state revenues would approximate $95
billion, an increase of 8% from the last biennium. The
major sources of revenue for the next biennium are:
(for each general revenue dollar) 57 cents from Sales
taxes; 8 cents from taxes on Motor Vehicles; 6 cents
from the Franchise tax; 7 cents from Oil and Natural
Gas taxes; 3 cents from Insurance taxes; 2 cents from
alcoholic beverage taxes; 3 cents from Licenses, fees/
fines; 2 cents from Lottery proceeds and 1 cent from
taxes on Cigarettes and Tobacco.

REVENUE

The 2014-2015 biennium budget totals almost $200
billion, an increase of slightly more than $7 billion compared to the last biennium budget. This total includes
$95 billion of general revenue funds and the balance
of $105 billion from federal funds. Based upon the total
budgeted funds and for each dollar expended, Texans
will spend 38 cents on health and human services; 30
cents on public education; 13 cents on economic development; 9 cents on higher education; and 6 cents on
public safety/criminal justice. With nearly $9 billion of
increased revenue, the legislature was presented with
an opportunity to fully restore the disastrous cuts from
last session. However, in balancing the budget, legislators used only $1.75 billion of the $11.8 billion in the
Rainy Day Fund and the increased spending of $7.1 billion above the 2012-2013 budget is not anticipated to
keep up with the needs of Texas’ rapidly growing population and the rising costs of services.

BUDGET

Rep. Dutton with students from the
Young Men’s College Preparatory Academy.

general revenue. This level of funding provided for
an expected increase in the Medicaid caseload. Additionally, this funding level aided the expansion of
critical services such as additional community based
long term care services and provided a 10% salary
increase for direct staff, which includes nurses, pharmacists, therapists and treating doctors of the Department of Aging and Disability Services and the
Department of State Health Services. Also, the budget includes an increase in the nursing home Medicaid reimbursement rate of 2% in 2014 and 4% in
2015. Funding is also included in the budget for approximately 700 additional Child Protective Services’
workers. Funding also was restored to the tune of
$100 million to women’s health and family planning.

M ajor Issues of the 83rd Legisl ature

