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Howdy!
It is with great pride and appreciation that I serve and represent you within the Texas Legislature. Many
of you visited, called, and emailed the Capitol and District offices to share your thoughts and concerns.
Your input is invaluable to me, as I firmly believe knowledge is gained by engaging in conversation. By
working together, we can better face the challenges before us.
Within this newsletter, you will find information on major accomplishments of the 85th Legislative
Session including legislation I was proud to author. The Texas Legislature delivered real results by passing
a balanced budget that spent $200 million less than the previous biennium, increasing border security,
banning sanctuary cities, addressing public education accountability, and passing legislation to further
protect children, our most vulnerable Texans.
With Bryan-College Station’s ever-growing economy and Texas A&M University in our back yard, we
have an enormous stake in what takes place in the Legislature when it meets every other year in Austin.
Serving on the House Committees on Appropriations, Higher Education and House Administration
has provided me a wealth of knowledge and experience. Having a seat at the table on two committees
that have such an huge impact on our community has been a blessing and I vow to continue making the
most of this opportunity by looking out for and protecting the best interests of Bryan-College Station.
As we transition into the interim, I look forward to keeping the lines of communication open and
spending more time within our community and personally meeting with you, the residents and business
owners of House District 14.
Sincerely,

John Raney
State Representative, House District 14

— COMMITTeeS —
Appropriations • Higher Education, vice Chair • House Administration
The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.

legISlATIVe uPDATe
After 140 days and over 6,800 bills and joint resolutions filed during the 85th Regular Legislative Session, the Texas House of
Representatives saw over 1,200 pieces of legislation sent to the Governor’s desk for his signature.

PuBlIC eDuCATION
We prioritized Governor Greg Abbott’s statewide Pre-K
initiative and placed $1.6 billion in funding to give our little
Texans a head start in school. Recognizing the incredibly
difficult and important job that our teachers perform, the
budget also included $395 million for TRS-Care. To ensure
solvency of the program for the next biennium, school
districts will be evaluated using a statewide A-F system,
which includes three domains; student achievement, school
progress, and closing the gap.

HIgHeR eDuCATION
Overall, colleges and universities were protected from
substantial funding cuts. Public college accessibility was
enhanced by the TEXAS Grant funding increase and additional
Graduate Medical Education slots were created which helps
retain doctors who are trained in Texas to stay in Texas.

PRO-lIfe
In keeping with the principles of the House we were able
to defund Planned Parenthood and add $12.3 million for
abortion alternatives. This, coupled with $30.4 million in federal
matching dollars for the Healthy Texas Women program,
helped the House to meet its obligation in promoting top tier
health programs for numerous Texas women and children.
We were also successful in passing a partial-abortion ban
and prohibited the sale of fetal tissue and organs.

Very proud to author HR 1473 honoring the work our Aggies are doing to
commemorate the memory of those lost in the 1999 Bonfire collapse. The BUILD
program constructs and ships mobile clinics around the world to areas of need,
embodying the Aggie value of selfless service.

BORDeR SeCuRITY/
SANCTuARY CITIeS
Border security received a boost of an additional $800
million which includes 250 new troopers to expand
operations along the Texas-Mexico border, and a 50hour workweek for all Department of Public Safety
(DPS) troopers statewide. The legislature also tasked the
Legislative Budget Board and DPS to study available
federal resources over the interim.

2018-19 BuDgeT

SB 4 strengthens state sovereignty in enforcing immigration

TOTAL SPEnDInG: $216.8 bIllIon

laws by creating penalties for local entities and campus

Spending by Major Area of State Government
Public Safety & Criminal Justice
$12.3B

Education
$80.4b

Transportation
& Economic
Development
$31.9b

Health & Human
Services
$79.5b

General
Government
$6.2b
Judiciary, $0.8b
Regulatory, $0.6b
legislature, $0.4b
General, $.08b
natural Resources
$4.5b

The most important bill, and the only bill that must
be passed according to the Texas Constitution each
session, is the budget bill, SB1. Our state’s budget totals
approximately $217 billion. We were successful in
keeping state spending flat while making significant
investments in critical priorities for our state.

police departments who adopt or enforce policies which
prohibit enforcement of immigration laws.

eTHICS RefORM
To keep elected officials accountable for our actions and
in keeping with the Governor’s priority items, we passed
multiple bills to reign in officials who abuse their offices by
preventing them from drawing taxpayer funded pensions,
expanding financial disclosures, and limiting the use of
campaign funds.

CHIlD PROTeCTION
Several bills addressed reforming Child Protective Services.
Of which, the most notable change, a significant reduction
in caseloads for protective services workers. By focusing on
strengthening kinship care, prevention services, delivery of
medical services, and evaluations on foster care capacity,
we can ensure a much better long-term outcome for our
state’s most vulnerable ones.

MY legISlATION
CAMPuS SAfeTY

fAITHleSS eleCTORS

HB 355 is common-sense legislation filed in order to address

To protect the will of the voters, HB 543 was filed to prevent

an oversight in law that allowed violent registered sex

“faithless electors” from voting for a candidate other than

offenders to live in on-campus housing. With the support

the winner of the statewide popular vote. The issue will now

of multiple student government organizations, including

be studied and reviewed prior to the 86th Legislative Session

A&M’s own Student Government Association, and the

in order to find a solution that will protect Texas voters.

Texas Student Government Coalition, HB 355 was signed by
the Governor on June 1st, 2017.

eMBRYO DONATION
I was incredibly proud to pass the first pro-life bill in the
House. HB 785 requires physicians who perform assisted
reproductive procedures to inform their patients about
donation and adoption options for unused embryos. HB
785 also requires the Department of Health and Human
Services to provide embryo adoption information on their
website. It was signed by the Governor on June 1st, 2017.

Governor Abbott and I worked closely to develop legislation vital to
protecting the voting process.

COMMuNITY COllege
RePORTINg TR ANSPAReNCY
HB 2975, passed as an amendment to SB 719, continues
my work in increasing transparency for funds used by
community and junior college districts. It was written in
collaboration with the Texas Association of Community
Colleges and creates a pilot program to study a sample of
Representative Raney stands with leaders of Texas Alliance for Life, Texans For Life,
and Nightlight Christian Adoptions, after laying out HB 785, which was signed into
law by the Governor. HB 785 was the first pro-life bill to pass the House this session.

institutions across the state in order to provide for consistent
and accurate financial reporting which in the long run will
assist us, as lawmakers, in better funding these programs.

VeTeR AN STuDeNT PROTeCTION
It was brought to my attention that across the state, student
veterans were being dropped from their courses, and
assessing late fees after their military tuition benefits were
delayed. HB 846 was filed to ensure that institutions of higher
education are prevented from placing stricter guidelines
on student veterans using these benefits, ensuring access

MY STAff AND I ARe AlReADY
PRePARINg fOR THe
86TH legISlATIVe SeSSION.
We WANT TO HeAR fROM YOu!

to their education.

ReSPONSIBle HOT TAx
STeWARDSHIP
House Bill 4187 was brought to me to address concerns
regarding municipalities using the Hotel Occupancy Tax
Funds. It will require a report to be published online every
two years on how these funds are used. This report will
promote economic stewardship of tax dollars by requiring
specific goals to make up for projects that do not add back
into the fund.
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answering to you!

I am accountable to you so please don’t hesitate to ask questions, request assistance,
or give feedback. Being accessible is a top priority of mine.
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GOvERnMEnT AT YOUR FInGERTIPS
State of Texas Helpful Numbers
Abuse/Neglect Hotline .................................. 1-800-252-5400 Human Services ................................................................. 211
Aging & Disability Services ...........................1-512-438-3011 Medicaid Hotline ........................................... 1-800-252-8263
Assistive & Rehabilitative Services ................1-800-628-5115 Medicare Hotline .......................................... 1-800-633-4227
Child Support Information ........................... 1-800-252-8014 Poison Center ................................................. 1-800-222-1222
Children’s Health Insurance Program ............................. 211

Roadside Assistance ........................................1-800-525-5555

Consumer Rights & Services......................... 1-800-458-9858 State Bar Referral Service .............................. 1-800-252-9690
Crime Stoppers............................................... 1-800-252-8477 Substance Abuse Services .............................. 1-877-966-3784
Crime Victims Services .................................. 1-800-983-9933 Veterans Commission .....................................1-512-463-5538
Drug & Alcohol Abuse Hotline ....................1-800-784-6776 Workers Compensation ................................. 1-800-372-7713
Health Services................................................1-888-963-7111 Youth & Runaway Hotline ............................1-800-989-6884

Online Resources
The Texas Legislature – www.capitol.state.tx.us
TexasOnline (The Official Website of the State of Texas) – www.texasonline.com

