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Dear Friends and Neighbors,
Overall, the 84th Legislative Session was a success. We followed through on our commitment to
improve education, make the border more secure, protect our educators, support our veterans, fund
transportation, protect life, and defend our Second Amendment rights. All of this was accomplished
while maintaining a balanced budget and delivering billions in tax relief.
With the Bryan-College Station economic boom and Texas A&M University in our back yard, we have
an enormous stake in what takes place in Austin during the Legislature when it meets every other year.
Being appointed to serve on the House Committees on Appropriations and Higher Education has
once again proven to be beneficial in representing you in Austin, as the work of these committees has a
significant impact on our community.
Many of you visited, called, and emailed the Capitol and District offices to seek assistance and share
your thoughts and concerns. Your input is invaluable to me, as I firmly believe knowledge is gained by
engaging in conversation. As we transition into the legislative interim, I look forward to keeping the
lines of communication open and spending more time in our community and personally meeting with
you, the residents and business owners of House District 14.
Representing and serving you is a true honor and blessing. Thank you for putting your trust in me to
represent you.
Sincerely,

John Raney
State Representative, House District 14

— CoMMittees —
Appropriations • Higher Education • House Administration
The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.

the 84th LegisLative session
Texas remains on strong fiscal ground as the Legislature passed
a state budget that keeps growth beneath 2 percent per year.
The budget, House Bill 1, grows less than population and
inflation, it stays well beneath the constitutional spending
cap, and it leaves more than $11 billion in the state’s Rainy
Day Fund. However, even as it limits spending, the budget
provides additional funding for education, border security,
transportation and child protection.
With a budget surplus provided by the success of the private
sector, the Legislature worked throughout the session to
deliver tax relief. Those efforts paid off as the Legislature
approved nearly $4 billion in tax relief: a 25 percent reduction
in the business margins tax, as well as a $10,000 increase
in the homestead exemption, which will provide relief for
homeowners.
Border security, a top priority, was enhanced with the
passage of House Bills 10 and 11. House Bill 10 takes new
steps to fight and eliminate human trafficking. House Bill
11 provides hundreds of new state troopers along the TexasMexico border while strengthening efforts to fight and
prosecute border-related crimes. In addition, the budget
provides a historic amount of funding – more than $800
million – for border security.
The Texas population and economy are growing rapidly,
straining roads and highways. transportation was addressed
this session without raising taxes, fees or tolls. The current
budget ends the practice of diverting money from the State
Highway Fund to other programs and ensures that this
money will pay for transportation only. That change increases
transportation funding by $1.3 billion over two years. Senate
Joint Resolution 5, a proposed constitutional amendment
(Proposition 7) that will be voted on November 3, 2015,
would dedicate at least $2.5 billion of state sales tax revenue
to transportation every two years.
The Legislature has repeatedly defended the rights of the
unborn in recent years and continued to do so in this year’s
session. Critical pro-life bills, further defunding Planned
Parenthood and expanded funding for alternatives to
abortion were accomplished. House Bill 3994 reforms the
judicial bypass process for minors seeking abortions. These
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reforms will protect and strengthen parents’ rights while also
increasing oversight of the bypass process. The House also
passed House Bill 3374, which requires a medical provider to
furnish information about treatment options and resources
for Down Syndrome to new or expectant parents following
a Down Syndrome diagnosis. House Bill 3074, another
crucial bill addresses end-of-life issues and requires artificial
hydration and nutrition to be provided to patients in the
natural process of death.
Two long-sought second amendment priorities were
achieved this session with the passage of House Bill 910,
which allows for the licensed open-carry of handguns, and
Senate Bill 11, which will expand the rights of Concealed
Handgun License holders to possess guns on college
campuses.
To protect religious liberty, Senate Bill 2065, the “Pastor
Protection Act”, provides pastors with the freedom to exercise
their First Amendment rights without fear of lawsuits or
criminal prosecution if they refuse to perform marriages that
violate their sincerely held religious beliefs.
Our public schools will soon have a new A-F rating system
to decrease the emphasis on state-mandated standardized
tests and incorporate locally designed measures of student
and community engagement with the passage of House Bill
2804. House Bill 4 provides for incentive funding for prekindergarten programs that reach certain quality standards.
Additional support and protection of our military were
accomplished with the passage of House Bill 19, which
provides for a stronger network of preventative services and
mental health resources available for active members, veterans
and their families. The measure requires the development of a
plan to identify and support veterans’ needs in communities
across the state. House Bill 1762 requires the Texas Veterans
Commission to establish a health care advocacy program to
help veterans access U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
facilities and House Bill 437 ensures that anyone rejoining a
state agency after military service is allowed to receive health
care benefits immediately.
And finally, our retired teachers are better protected in that
the Teacher Retirement System of Texas was fully funded
at $768 million. The system funding prevents a premium
increase or potential cuts to the benefits for the more than
233,000 retirees and their dependents.

My stateWide LegisLation

Military anD
l aw enforCeMent
Veteran HealtH
I filed House Bill 437 after discovering the state employee
health care coverage could lapse for reservists who return to
state employment after being deployed. My bill guaranteed
that neither a state, city, county, or school district employee
nor their family would experience a gap in health coverage as
they transition back to their public sector employment.

CoMMitMent to serViCe
Public sector employees who serve in guard and reserve
military forces receive 15 days of paid leave to fulfill annual
military training requirement. However, it came to my
attention that certain political subdivisions were unaware
of the state law providing for this paid leave. House Bill
445 requires that when a public employee is initially hired,
they receive information about leave available for military
training.

Veteran Job transition
As many prior active duty military members begin to retire
from the service for a career in public and private sector
employment, Texas has taken the lead in veterans hiring.
Senate Bill 805 sets out goals and guidelines for public and
private sector employers when pursuing veteran preferred
hiring practices.

Dps siCk leaVe
I was honored to be asked by the Texas Department of Public
Safety Officers Association to carry House Bill 1771, which
allows for state agencies to set up a direct donation program
between its employees for paid sick leave. This program will
be especially helpful for severely ill employees when paid sick
time has been completely used, and for employees who must
care for severely ill dependents.

Texas A&M University System Chancellor’s Student Advisory Council

HigHer eDuCation
fisCal aCCountability
House Bill 2138 requires junior college systems to begin
reporting their accounting practices on a campus-bycampus basis instead of reporting system wide. Since
community colleges receive state funds, it is important
that they maintain sound financial records to maintain
accountability. This provision was passed in the budget bill,
House Bill 1.

M aking College More aCCessible
In collaboration with the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board, I filed House Bill 3367, which helps
students attending state colleges who want to take courses
at Texas colleges and universities. The bill also helps Texas
colleges and universities to reduce administrative costs, and
passed in its Senate version.

inCreaseD transparenCy
Senate Bill 685 increases government transparency by
requiring the Education Research Center Joint Advisory
Board, which shares data for the preparation of education
and workforce studies, to be subject to open records requests
and the requirements for conducting open meetings.
The Joint Advisory Board adopts policies governing the
operation of our three Education Research Centers, and are
required to meet at least quarterly.

Texas Hotel and Lodging Association members from Brazos County

My LoCaL LegisLation
These valuable pieces of legislation came directly from our friends and neighbors in Bryan-College Station. These bills that
are now law are direct testaments to your voices being heard and heeded. I always welcome you to call my District or Capitol
office with your thoughts, concerns, and ideas.

blinn bryan r epresentation
House Bill 2621 was one of the most important pieces
of legislation that I filed and passed. This bill places two
representatives from Brazos County on the Board of
Trustees for Blinn College. With this bill, more than
13,000 students at Blinn Bryan will finally have a voice in
board decisions.

proteCting priVate property
House Bill 1454 helps protect our state’s most vulnerable
citizens from having their property mistakenly assumed
abandoned and repossessed by the state. The final language of
House Bill 1454 also includes a study on how to implement
an omnibus elderly financial protection bill.

r eDuCing Costs
House Bill 2919 creates an energy efficiency pilot program,
run by Texas A&M’s very own Energy Systems Laboratory
in conjunction with the State Energy Conservation Office,
to implement energy efficiency projects for state buildings.
House Bill 2919 saves taxpayer dollars by reducing
maintenance costs for state buildings, and was successfully
added and passed as an amendment to House Bill 1184.

preVenting DisCriMination
House Bill 3442 creates a penalty for businesses that
add surcharges to debit card transactions. This practice
was already illegal entering the 84th Legislative Session,
but previously lacked a way to enforce the law. House
Bill 3442 addresses this problem and prevents payment
discrimination.

stronger loCal eConoMy
House Bill 3629 grants Brazos County the additional
authority to use its hotel occupancy tax already collected to
expand or renovate our sporting facilities. Renovating and
expanding our sports facilities will help to bring in more
tourism dollars to Brazos County and will boost the local
economy.

a texas HealtHCare solution
House Bill 3185 was the collaborative result of Brazos
County hospitals and local leaders to create a Texas solution
to the Medicaid gaps without the strings of joining a costly
federal program. This bill was passed with bipartisan support
and, with assistance of Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick,
will bring over $25 million to local hospitals to assist in
indigent care without raising taxes or fees.

supporting our offiCers
Brazos County Sheriff Chris Kirk brought House Bill 2272
to me to correct an oversight during the 82nd Session.
Constables have been able to issue blanket surety bonds
on their reserve officers which allows for constable offices
to operate their budgets more efficiently. House Bill 2272
allows sheriff’s offices to issue the same kind of bonds on
their officers, and save tax dollars in the process.

stopping frauD
I had the pleasure of authoring House Bill 3423, which was
brought to me by Brazos County Tax Assessor/Collector
Kristeen Roe. The bill closed a loophole that individuals were
using to defraud local governments by disputing legitimate
credit/debit charges for automobile registration payments.

Brazos Hospital Leadership from
left to right: Ken Pannell, CFO of
College Station Medical Center;
Larry Rodgers, CEO of CS Medical
Center; Tim Ottinger, Advocacy
Officer, St. Joseph Health System;
Terry Kepler, Administrator
CHRISTUS Dubuis Hospital;
Rep. John Raney; Jim Schuessler,
President & CEO of St. Joseph
Health System; Kori Rich, CEO
of The Physician Centre; Jason
Jennings, CEO of Scott & White
Hospital – College Station
and Carlos Zaffirini, Adelanto
Healthcare.

84th LegisLative session Funding For a&M
As a two-term member of the House Appropriations
Committee and the Higher Education Committee, I am
grateful to be in a position to assist Texas A&M University
and higher education statewide. Nobody said it better than
Chancellor John Sharp;
“I would venture to say this was the best legislative session
for Texas A&M since I was a member of the Legislature,”
Chancellor Sharp said. “That was a long time ago.”

• The Texas Engineering Experiment Station & Texas
Transportation Institute can now begin construction
on their $65 million Center for Infrastructure Renewal
Building.
• Texas AgriLife Research will be able to use $5 million
to study Vector-Borne Diseases which is vital to
preserving Texas’s agribusiness.

We succeeded in:
• A $63 million biennial increase in total Texas A&M
funding which is a 12.4% increase over the 83rd
Session.
• Founding Governor Greg Abbott’s new Research
University Fund, which means $10 million per year in
new funding for Texas A&M for teaching and research
excellence, making us even more competitive against
other top-tier national universities.
The A&M State Agencies also experienced significant gains
including:
• The A&M main campus receiving $75 million for
their Large Animal Biocontainment Safety Lab Level
3 (BSL-3).
• Texas A&M Health Science Center will be able to
build two facilities are Bryan College of Medicine
campus at $72million and Dallas dental school clinic
at $72million.

Representatives Chris Paddie ’96,
John Raney ’69, Trent Ashby ’95

Constituent survey
There are many issues on the forefront that have an impact on every one of our lives. Please share with me what is
important to you by ranking the issues below.
____ Border Security

____Transportation

____ Fiscal Responsibility and Tax Relief

____Second Amendment Protection

____ Pro-Life and Religious Freedom

____ Local Economic Growth

____ Public and Higher Education

____Military Support and Protection

____Government Transparency

____ Other:_________________________

Please use the space below to share your thoughts or concerns.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for taking the time to provide your input.
Please detach the survey and return by mail or email to the following:
State Representative John Raney • P. O. Box 2910 • Austin, Texas 78768-2910
District14.Raney@house.state.tx.us
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