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Issue 51 NEWSLETTER          Summer 2020 
 

 
 

 
Friends,  
 
With much uncertainty concerning the Coronavirus (COVID-19), my office is closely following the 
guidance of the CDC, our health professionals, and our city and state’s leadership to support preventive 
action that will help slow down the spread of COVID-19. If you need assistance finding resources, 
please reach out to my office.    
 
HISD will begin the fall semester starting on September 8th, learn 
more about their reopening plan. 
 
HISD continues its summer meals program for families, more details 
about the program and site locations.  
 
Eligibility requirements for food and nutrition programs have been 
expanded for Texas families. 
 
The Texas Workforce Commission has updates regarding 
unemployment benefits.  
 
The Texas Tax Holiday is coming up, just in time for back to school! 
 
Our Westchase neighborhood has launched "Bounce Back 
Westchase" to offer great deals to our residents and businesses.  
 
It is an honor to serve and represent you in the Texas legislature. 
Please feel free to contact my office at any time. 
 
Sincerely,  
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HISD Reopening 

 
HISD is set begin the fall semester starting on September 8th, 2020. Click on the image directly below 
to be taken to HISD's website with more details and information.  

 

 

Reopening Plan 

All students will begin the 2020-2021 school year virtually on September 8, 2020. Virtual 
instruction for all students will continue for six weeks through Friday, October 16, 2020 

On Monday, October 19, 2020, face-to-face instruction for students will begin. This date is subject to 
change based on COVID-19 conditions across the city of Houston and guidance from local, state, and 
federal health officials. 

Parents will have the option to opt out of face-to-face instruction entirely for the fall semester and 2020-
2021 school year. Parents who select online-only must attend a virtual class outlining expectations and 
sign an agreement committing to virtual learning. 

Here is a timeline for the re-opening dates: 

• September 8, 2020: First day of school (Virtual only) 
• October 19, 2020: Face-to-face instruction begins – subject to change based on COVID-19 

conditions across the city of Houston and guidance from local, state, and federal health officials. 
• September 8 – January 29: First semester of remote learning for students/parents who choose 

online-only instruction. 

*Parents will have the option to choose remote instruction for the fall semester (through January 29) or entire school year 
(through June 11). 

• Download HISD Reopening Plan for the 2020-2021 Academic Year 
 

https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/182535
https://www.houstonisd.org/reopening
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HISD Summer Meals Information  
 
The Houston Independent School District continues providing the Summer Meals Program for all 
children ages 1 to 18. Until August 31st, families will be able to pick up boxed student meals twice a 
week on Mondays and Thursdays at one of 71 designated schools across the district from a curbside 
location. Boxes will be provided for all children in the vehicle at pickup. Children are not required to be 
present, but parents must have proof of enrollment in any school district (report card, student id, etc.) 
or birth certificate. For more information go to https://www.houstonisd.org/SummerMeals 

Families can also go to https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/ for a list of the 250 open partner sites and 
other assistance available across greater Houston. 

 
 = HD 137 School 

https://www.houstonisd.org/SummerMeals
https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/
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Pandemic EBT  
 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) has expanded its eligibility requirements due 
to the pandemic. Any family with children in school that are certified for free or reduced school lunch 
may apply. Immigration status does not apply to P-EBT benefits. The application deadline is July 
31st. 
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Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation to End  
 
Please see the update below from the Texas Workforce Commission regarding Federal Pandemic 
Unemployment Compensation (FPUC). As a part of the CARES Act, recipients of unemployment 
benefits have been receiving an additional $600 in federal assistance. This assistance has just ended, 
and will need to be addressed by Congress in order to have these benefits keep going to Texans who need 
them. If you would like information on how to get in contact with your federal representatives, please 
contact my office.  
 

 

 

https://www.twc.texas.gov/news/pandemic-unemployment-assistance-and-600-federal-pandemic-unemployment-compensation-available-eligible-workers
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Texas Sales Tax Holiday is Aug. 7-9 
 

With the Texas economy slowly awakening from effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar reminds shoppers they can save money on clothes and school supplies during the state’s 
sales tax holiday on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 7-9. 

The law exempts sales tax on qualified items — such as clothing, footwear, school supplies and 
backpacks — priced below $100, saving shoppers about $8 on every $100 they spend. The date of the 
sales tax holiday and list of tax-exempt items are set by the Texas Legislature. 

Apparel and school supplies that may be purchased tax-free are listed on the Comptroller’s website.  

To promote social distancing, the Comptroller’s office wants all taxpayers to know that during the 
annual sales tax holiday, qualifying items can be purchased online or by telephone, mail, custom order or 
any other means (including in-store purchases) tax free, when either: 

• the item is both delivered to, and paid for by, the customer during the exemption period; or 
• the customer orders and pays for the item, and the seller accepts the order during the exemption 

period for immediate shipment, even if delivery is made after the exemption period ends. 

Bounce Back Westchase 
 

 

Bounce Back Westchase is a great program aimed at helping our Westchase business community 
bounce back from this economic downturn, by connecting them with residents and offering great 
deals to help you shop local. Deals change weekly - click on the picture below to learn more! 
 
 

 

https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/publications/98-490/
https://bouncebackwestchase.com/
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