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Friends,
The month of May is Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage month. We have such diversity here in House District
137, and our AAPI community is one of the most rich and vibrant both state, and nationwide. I am proud to celebrate this
month, and hope that all of us continue to embrace the melting pot of cultures that makes this district so unique.
Mayor Turner's Complete Communities program unveiled
a new mural in our Gulfton community - come by and
check it out!
High school seniors graduate at the end of this month.
The process of formal education is a shared experience in
our culture, and it is exciting to see another generation of
young people achieve this milestone.
Both Wisdom and Sharpstown high schools opened their
new buildings this month. After years in the making, these
new facilities will proudly serve and educate the youth of
District 137 for years to come!

Gene and his wife Miya at the Asian Pacific Heritage
Association Gala, supporting #AAPI Month

The Chinese-American Leigion, Post 596, invited me to be
a part of a commeration ceremony honoring our Chinese-American Veterans.
I was honored to attend, and would to thank all of our past and present service
men and women for their dedication to our great country.

Hurricane season is kicking into gear. We all rememeber the devastating effects of Harvey,
which is why I am glad to share that the Chinese Community Center is hosting a Disaster
Preparedness event to help prepare for the upcoming storm season.
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It is a pleasure to represent you in the Texas Legislature. As always, please don't hesitate to
reach out to my office. We are here to serve and represent you!
Sincerely,

1

"Growing a Brighter Tomorrow in Gulfton"

On May 26th, 2018, I was proud
to be a part of the unveiling of a
new mural right here in our very
own Gulfton neighborhood.
Mayor Turner and Veronica
Hernandez from the Mayor's
Citizen's Assistance Office came
to help us honor some of our
local service leaders, as well as
Up Art Studios who helped our
neighborhood secure the funding
for such a wonderful project.
Students from Ms. Padilla's art
class at Braeburn elementary had
the opportunity to work closely
with the artists and contribute to
this vibrant and exciting new
mural, thanks guys!
The mural is located near the
corner of Bissonnett and
Ashcroft, along the backside of
the Salvation Army Donation
Center.
As many of our residents know,
Gene with Mayor Turner and Up Art Studios at the unveiling of a beautiful new mural honoring
this area in particualr has been
local Gulfton service leaders.
subjected to years of tagging and
gang related graffiti. It is refreshing to
see real art, which came from the community, helping to reclaim our district and keep it a beautiful and safe place to live.
I am delighted to see that retired HPD Officer Randy Bond, Pastor Alejandro Montes and Tammy Rodriguez, who have all
served many years in the Gulfton community, were commemorated in this mural.
A special thanks to Veronica Hernandez, Up Art Studios, and Mayor Turner for helping to make this project a reality.
Gulfton is one of the neighborhoods in Mayor Turner's Complete Communities project, and we here in
House District 137 are thankful for the efforts and support of this city and its leadership.
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Wisdom High School and Sharpstown High School Grand Opening

_____________________________________________________________________________
This past month saw the grand opening of Margaret Long
Wisdom High School and Sharpstown High Schools' new
campuses.
The transformation that each campus has undergone
signifies the investment and importance that we, as a
community, place on public education and the students it
serves.
I was honored to have my office be a part of both grand
opening ceremonies,
and to witness the pride that all who were in attendance
displayed at the celebrated new facilities.

Gene at the building dedication ceremony for Sharpstown High School

Not only will these new buildings will serve as a safe and
educational space for the youth in the community for
generations to come, but they will also help to shape our

future leaders and teachers in our community.
All of the hard work and dedication in making this accomplishment possible, from funding the projects to getting them built,
has paid off - this is truly an exciting time for our community!
__________________________________

High School Graduation
Congratulations to all of our graduating
seniors and their families!
Your hard work, time, and dedication have
finally resulted in a diploma.
Take this moment to reflect and be proud
of your accomplishments, then take your
next steps into the world confident in your
abilities.

Listed in the table on the following page are
the Valedictorians and Salutatorians from
our great schools. A special shout out to
Alisson Rodriguez, Salutatorian from YES
Prep, who has spent time volunteering with
my district staff.

Cutting the ribbon at Margaret Long Wisdom High School

Myself, and the rest of District 137,
are so proud of each and every one of you!
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School

Valedictorian

Salutatorian

Middle College High School HCC
Gulfton

Shelby Suzanne Koppenol

Emanuel Segura

Sharpstown International School

Gede Andrei Mejia

Cindy H. Nguyen

Liberty High School
Wisdom High School

Maria Nerio
Claudia Wu

Priscilla Asiedu
Yzhbl Astrid Mae David

Yes Prep

Ranferi Avilez

Alisson Samantha Raudales
Rodriguez

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chinese-American Legion, Post 596, "Commemorating our Veterans"

Gene with members of the Chinese-American Legion. Special thanks to Sector K Media for the photo!

Earlier this month, I had the pleasure to be invited to attend a Luncheon commemorating Chinese American veterans who
have served since World War II.
There was an incredible array of generations all together in the same room - something truly great to see!
Post 596 is Houston's chapter of the Chinese-American Legion, and one of only a handful of Posts in the country. This lunch
served as a reminder of some of our country's most difficult times, and how our Chinese community has been willing to step
up and fight alongside their fellow Americans to serve this great country.
I was so honored to be a part of this commemoration, and I am proud to represent such a distinguished constituency!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Free Diaster Preparedness Event in June

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
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