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The 85th Legislature
Our Work Begins

On January 10th, I was sworn in along with my colleagues in the House
and Senate to work on some of the most pressing issues facing our state
and communities. Working on behalf of Southwest Houston is an honor
and responsibility that I take great pride in.
While the state’s budget is the most critical item that we work on during
the legislature, there are a number of issues that involve policy decisions
more than dollars and cents. I’ll be hard at work to ensure that District
137 has the resources we deserve and build up our schools, hospitals, and
other critical needs. But I’ll also be hard at work to ensure that the policy
changes we need to ensure that our criminal justice system and foster
care systems are fair, responsive, and efficient.
As the session progresses, I invite constituents to stay in touch. Let us
know about the issues you care about and how the legislature can be
more responsive to your community.

Gene Wu

State Representative
District 137 - Southwest Houston
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In the Capitol
The Texas Legislature is required to meet for 140 days every two
years. The first month that the legislature meets is a time that
is seemingly quiet on the surface, but busy behind the scenes.
Legislation has either been drafted or is in the process of being
written during this time. Many bills have already been filed. Yet,
members are not assigned to committees until 30 days after the
legislature begins. It is only after that point that the majority of
bills can get a hearing and begin the process from legislation to
becoming the law of the land.

The State Budget

The one bill that the legislature is required to pass is a budget.
This process begins with the state’s Comptroller determining
the Biennial Revenue Estimate -- the amount of state funds that
Texas will have to finance things like education and health care.
This session, we have been given an estimate of $225 billion in
all funds that the legislature would be available to spend. This
represents a small increase from last session.

Speaker of the House, Joe Straus, has declared reform of our
foster care system a priority. Several reforms have already been
initiated, yet there is still more work to do. Representative Wu
has stepped up to this challenge by filing legislation that will increase efficiencies between agencies and ensure children’s best
interests are a priority.
Representative Wu has also filed legislation to make necessary
reforms to our criminal justice system. Among these is House
Bill 676, which raises the age of criminal responsibility from 17 to
18. This move, supported by leaders of both parties, would bring
Texas into compliance with federal prison standards and ensure
that juvenile offenders are given a chance at rehabilitation after
serving their time.

The Senate has already begun to hear testimony from agencies
to determine spending policies that should be continued or ended. The House begins their hearing process shortly after the
Senate.

Representative Wu’s Legislation

Representative Wu has filed over 45 bills to date, with many
focusing on some of the state’s largest priorities. Reforming our
state’s foster care system and criminal justice system are two
priorities this session.
Texas’ foster care system has been declared broken and in need
of numerous reforms after a judicial ruling brought against the
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services.

Representative Wu introducing HR 169 (commemorating
Lunar New Year) in the House of Representatives.

District 137 Town Halls

Houston Day at the Capitol

Representative Wu will be conducting town hall events
while the legislature is underway. This is to give constituents an opportunity to learn about issues moving through
the legislature and provide feedback on issues of concern in
their communities.

District 137 constituents are invited to travel to the Capitol to participate in Houston Day at the Capitol on Thursday, February 16.

Sunday, February 12 -- Wisdom High School
(formerly Lee High School)
6529 Beverly Hill St
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm

Sunday, February 26 -- St. Agnes Academy
9000 Bellaire Blvd
(between Gessner and Ranchester)
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm

At the opening of the day, Representative Wu will have Father Alejandro Montes (pictured below) giving the opening prayer on the
floor of the House. Father Montes is a volunteer chaplain with the
Houston Police Department and serves as pastor for the San Mateo Iglesia Episcopal Church in Gulfton.
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In the Community
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Welcome Chief of Police Art Acevedo

In November of last year, Art Acevedo was offered the job of
Houston Police Chief and sworn in after serving for as Chief for
the Austin Police Department since 2007. In January, residents
of District 137 had two prime opportunities to meet and hear
from Chief Acevedo.
• Public Safety Town Hall Meeting (January 19th)
With the tragic murder of a Chinese national women in the
Westchase area, Chief Acevedo addressed citizen concerns
about the public safety among Chinese Americans, many of
whom call Southwest Houston home.
• Welcome Dinner for Chief Art Acevedo (January 25th)
This event provided business and community leaders the option to publicly welcome Chief Acevedo and provide him with a
sense of the diversity contained in Southwest Houston. Representative Wu was proud to co-sponsor a table, allowing leaders
from the Sharpstown Civic Association to attend this event.

Lunar New Year

Celebratory events are already underway as half the globe celebrates the New Year. In the Chinese community, this new year
is known as the Year of the Rooster. Two great events to take
advantage of to join in the celebrations on Saturday - February
4th:
Southern News Group
11122 Bellaire Blvd
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Viet Hoa Center
8388 W Sam Houston
10:30 am - 5:30 pm

Super Bowl LI

Houston Police Chief Art Acevedo at the Southwest Houston Welcome Dinner.

Upcoming Events
•

Free METRORAIL Rides - Jan. 30 through Feb. 1.

•

February 5 - Super Bowl LI (NRG Stadium)

•

February 11 - Community Cleanup at Burnett Bayland
Park, hosted by Mothers of the Park. Begins at 9am.

•

Houston Capital Improvement Project Meetings
District J - March 2 - 6:30-8:30pm
Sharpstown Community Center
District F - March 7 - 6:30-8:30pm
Alief Community Center

Hike & Bike Groundbreaking
On January 20th, the Westchase District broke ground on their
third hike and bike trail on the campus of Houston Community College on Westheimer and Hayes Rd. the .6-mile trail will run northsouth between Westheimer and Richmond. The trail should be
completed about 100 days after the start of construction, weather
permitting.

On February 5th, NRG Stadium will serve as host to the National Football League’s Super Bowl LI. This event promises to
be one of the largest events hosted by the city. Houstonians
are encouraged to stay safe. For any public safety needs, call
any of the numbers below.
911 - Emergencies
713.884.3131 - Police non-emergency line
1.855.iWATCH4 - for any suspicious activity

CenterPoint has allowed the
District to maximize the wide
swath of greenspace along the
transmission corridor to build
a trail. It is an example of a a
larger effort between CenterPoint and the City of Houston to enhance the use of some 500
miles of transmission corridors throughout the city and is the first
of its kind in West Houston.

