Philip Cortez, Ph.D.

Philip Cortez, Ph.D.

S TAT E R E P R E S E N TAT I V E H D I S T R I C T 11 7
CAPITOL OFFICE:
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768-2910
(512) 463-0269
(512) 463-1096 fax
Capitol Extension: E2.714

S TAT E R E P R E S E N TAT I V E H D I S T R I C T 11 7

DISTRICT OFFICE:
2600 S.W. Military, Ste. 211
San Antonio, Texas 78224
(210) 923-3638
(210) 923-3646 fax
House Website:
www.house.texas.gov

philip.cortez@house.texas.gov

LEGISLATIVE INTERIM UPDATE

 Follow on Twitter to join the conversation 
The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.

T E XA S HO U S E OF R E PR E S E N TAT I V E S

State Representative
Dear Neighbor,

District 117

It continues to be a great honor and privilege to represent the people of Texas House District 117. The 85th Legislative Session
came to an end last year and the 86th session will convene in January 2019. We could not have made such great strides last
year without the prayers and support from this wonderful community. I would like to provide you with important information
regarding this past session, as well as update you on what my staff and I have been doing during the interim as we gear up
for the next session.
Serving as your representative for a second term, my priorities have not changed. We continued to fight for our senior citizens,
military families and veterans. Additionally, we filed legislation to create good paying jobs and enhance public education for
our children. In this newsletter, you’ll find more information on the steps made during the 85th Legislative Session, as well as
the progress being made moving forward.
The Texas House is comprised of various committees tasked with the responsibility of working in particular areas of interest for
the state. Last year, I was appointed by Speaker Joe Straus to serve on two important committees: Public Health and Special
Purpose Districts. These committees have continued to meet throughout the interim to discuss and research pending issues from
the last session, as well as potential new legislation for the 86th Session.
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As we move forward, I’m asking you, the residents of District 117, to provide your input on the issues that matter most to you.
By reaching out to us and making your voices heard, you can be the leading advocates for change in our community, and for
ensuring the preservation and enhancement of the progress we’ve already made.

My staff and I are here to serve you.
I want to hear from you. Please call my office to share
your ideas, concerns or to ask questions.
DIS TRIC T O FFIC E :
(210) 923-3638
C APITO L O FFIC E :
(512) 463-0269
Representative Philip Cortez
Clarissa Rodriguez, Chief of Staff
Kady Kelly, District Director
David Early, Community Outreach Coordinator
Rep. Cortez and the District 117 team participating in
the 2018 Cornyval Parade in Helotes, TX.

Please know that my staff and I are available to meet with you to hear your concerns. You are always welcome to visit the local
district office. Several methods for contacting my staff are provided on the back of this newsletter. I look forward to hearing from
you and thank you for your continued prayers and support.
Yours in service,

Philip Cortez, Ph.D.
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WE ARE DISTRICT 117
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JOB COALITION 2018
In May, I was able to host the very first District 117 Job Coalition.
For this event, we were graciously hosted by Dr. Lloyd Verstuyft
and Southwest High School. They gave us the opportunity to
bring together our local employers and our community colleges
to share important information with over 250 juniors and seniors
about potential career opportunities available for them after
graduation. Many of these careers are in their own backyard here
in San Antonio and Bexar County. I would like to personally thank
Port San Antonio (formerly Kelly Air Force Base) for participating,
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH
and for the continued innovative work they do, providing over
11,000 jobs in our community. I would also like to thank all of
the participants from our local higher education institutions: Palo
Alto Community College, St. Philip’s College, I-BEST (Integrated
- Basic Education Skills Training) and the Workforce Training
Network (WTN). As your state representative, I will continue to
prioritize the education of our children in order to ensure the future
of District 117 is in good hands.

It is my honor to serve on the House Committee on Public
Health. The responsibility of this committee is to ensure the
protection of public health for the people of Texas. This includes
a wide range of duties including supervision and control of the
practice of medicine and dentistry, mental health services, and
the development of those programs, the prevention and treatment
of mental illness, and oversight of various state health agencies.
As a member of this committee, I have been working to increase
resources for mental health, health care professionals and school
safety. During the interim, I have been meeting with colleagues

for committee hearings at the Capitol in Austin. These meetings
have resulted in discussions and testimony regarding mental health
services for children by increasing mental health professionals on
school campuses to provide reliable resources for all young Texans
and their families. These hearings also focused on women’s health
services, specifically maternal deaths and morbidity. The committee
is researching how to improve effective and timely patient care.
Additionally, the Public Health Committee has heard testimony to
further study the treatments and cures of traumatic brain injury,
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia.

MY OFFICE CAN ASSIST WITH THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:
4 Having a flag flown above the Capitol to celebrate a special occasion or honor an individual
4 Requesting help with a state agency
4 Scheduling tours at the Capitol or other state buildings

Rep. Cortez hosts the first HD 117 Job Coalition with over
250 juniors and seniors at Southwest High School.
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Students from Bonham Academy in the House of
Representatives chamber.

FOUR PILLARS FOR DISTRICT 117
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Upon my election, District 117 residents identified the most important issues to our district:

• Education for our children, job creation for working class families, health care for veterans
and senior citizen quality of life issues.
The table below highlights some of our efforts and successes during the 85th Legislative Session in areas that were important to you.

EDUCATION

• HB 1245 proposed to extend career and technology education (CTE) courses across the state
to all eighth grade students. These programs have prepared students for future careers in a
variety of sectors. We will re-file the bill for the next legislation session as it proved to have
strong bipartisan support.

JOBS

• HB 2761, the Defense Base Development Act, was signed into law by Governor Greg Abbott.
This legislation provides defense bases, such as Port San Antonio and Brooks City Base, a
more streamlined approach for financing new development projects. This bill demonstrated
job growth by drawing new businesses to Port SA. In the past year, Port SA has built new
technology buildings and has added names, including Northrop Grumman and Lockheed
Martin, to its growing cyber-technology list.

VETERANS

• During my 2016 deployment with the United States Air Force, I experienced first-hand the
difficulties of voting by mail while 8,000 miles away from home. That’s why I filed HB 1414
and assisted in passing the identical bill, SB 752. This bill enables our servicemen and women
deployed in combat zones to vote via e-mail. The program is now available to the entire state,
in order to give our military personnel the opportunity to participate in elections securely while
serving our great country.

SENIORS

• HB 970 was signed into law by Governor Abbott. This bill addresses a pneumonia-causing
bacteria which disproportionately effects our seniors and young children. The Department
of State Health Services has developed and implemented a health education program and
community outreach activities to promote public awareness. This information will also be made
available to long-term care facilities throughout Texas. The pneumonia health and prevention
information is available to the public on DSHS’s website. Please feel free to visit our district
office to pick up a pamphlet for more information.

The representative stood with members of the Alamo Ranch community to
reform annexation laws in Texas.
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Wishing a Happy Mother’s Day to mothers at the Casa Helotes
Senior Citizen Center.

SCHOOL SAFETY TOURS
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During the interim, my staff and I have been meeting
district-wide with our local superintendents, principals
and district chiefs of police for school safety tours. Sitting
down on-on-one with experts on student safety has given
us the platform we need to craft legislation that will
improve the security of our children. Moving forward, we
will be focusing on increasing district police presence and
improving communication lines between campus police
and local law enforcement agencies. We will also be
looking into adding additional mental health professionals
to public school campuses. The well-being and protection
of our children and faculty members is a top priority for my
office moving into the next legislative session.
Rep. Cortez meets with school administrators at the safety tour
for South San Antonio High School.
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