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Dear Neighbor,
It is a remarkable privilege to represent the people of Texas House District 117. The 85th Legislative Session has come
to an end, and we could not have made such great strides without the faith and support of this wonderful community.
I would like to provide you with an update from the completed session.
Regardless of how difficult the regular and special session were, we worked diligently to improve the lives of residents
in District 117. Serving as your representative for a second session, we continued to fight for our senior citizens,
military families and veterans. Additionally, we filed legislation that would create good paying jobs and enhance
public education. In this newsletter, you’ll find more information on the steps made to move our community forward.
The Texas House has committees tasked with the responsibility of working in particular areas of interest for the state.
This session, I was appointed by Speaker Joe Straus to serve on two important committees: Public Health and Special
Purpose Districts. These committees will continue to meet throughout the year to discuss pending issues from the last
session as well as new potential legislation.
We, as representatives, must listen to what issues are important to residents and work on solving these issues to improve
our community. Please know that my staff and I are available to meet with you to hear your input and concerns.
You are always welcome to visit the local district office. Several methods for contacting staff are provided on the back
of this newsletter. I look forward to hearing from you and thank you for your continued prayers and support.

Yours in service,

Philip Cortez
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Annexation Reform
This session the residents of the Alamo Ranch community came to me with concerns of impending annexation into the City of San
Antonio. In response, I fought to protect the rights of property owners by providing them the ability to vote before a city can absorb
their homes and properties. Forced annexation threatens residents with higher taxes and regulations they never agreed to when
purchasing their homes. During the regular session, I supported annexation reform legislation by authoring House Bill 299 and
coauthoring HB 424 and Senate Bill 715. Although these bills may have fell short of the mark during the regular session, SB 6
successfully passed in the special session. The bill grants residents the right to vote on proposed annexation while preserving our
military bases by establishing a five-mile buffer zone that protects bases from encroaching development. I would like to personally
thank residents from the Alamo Ranch community who came to the Capitol and delivered hours of testimony to have your voices
heard. This important legislation was able to pass because of dedicated and engaged citizens like you.

Rep. Cortez provides a legislative update on annexation
reform to residents in the Alamo Ranch community.
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Rep. Cortez meets with students from UTSA during the
85th Legislative Session.
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Upon my election, District 117 residents identified the most important issues to our district:

Education, Job Creation, Veterans and Senior Citizens

The table below highlights some of our efforts and successes in those areas that were important to you.

EDUCATION

• HB 1245 proposed to extend career and technology education courses across the state to
eighth grade students. These programs have proved to prepare students for future careers
in a variety of technical trades. Although it was not passed in the final education bill, we will
re-file it for the 86th legislative session.

JOB Creation

• HB 2761, the Defense Base Development Act, was signed into law by the governor. This
legislation provides defense bases, like Port San Antonio and Brooks City Base, a more
streamlined approach for financing new development projects. This bill promotes job growth
and draws new businesses to our community.

VETERANS

SENIORS

• I filed HB 1414 and assisted in passing the identical bill, SB 752, which enables our
servicemen and women deployed in combat zones to vote via e-mail. The program is
available to the entire state, in order to give our military personnel the opportunity to
participate in elections while serving our country.
• HB 970, which I authored, was signed into law by the governor. This bill acknowledges that
our seniors are affected by a pneumonia-causing bacteria. The Department of State Health
Services will develop and implement a program to conduct health education and community
outreach activities to promote public awareness. The health and prevention information will
also be provided to the public on DSHS’s website.

Additional Bills Passed
• SB 579/HB 1583 authorizes private schools to adopt
the same epinephrine auto-injector policy as public and
open-enrollment charter schools. SB 579 was signed by
the governor and is effective immediately.

• SB 1625/HB 2143 prevents physician assistants from
being disciplined when refusing to engage in conduct
that violates patient care. This is a pro-patient law.
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Committee Assignments
It was my honor to serve on the House Committee on Public Health. Despite the limited state funds available, the committee kept
public health a priority for all Texans, especially our most vulnerable citizens. In addition, I served on the House Committee on
Special Purpose Districts, where the committee tackled legislation essential to the functioning of our local and county infrastructure
and services. I am proud of the accomplishments that resulted from our committee work and look forward to the interim where we
will build on the progress made.
House Committee on Public Health:

House Committee on Special Purpose Districts:

The responsibility of this committee is to ensure the protection of
public health for the people of Texas. This includes a wide range
of duties: supervision and control of the practice of medicine
and dentistry, the development of mental health programs,
the prevention and treatment of mental illness, and oversight
of various state health agencies. This session the committee
approved legislation that would better define mental health,
allocate additional funding, and clarify how it is covered by
insurance and Medicaid. Additionally, I coauthored a bill within
the Public Health committee to establish the Veterans Recovery
Pilot Program, which will provide expanded treatment and
support services to veterans who have post-traumatic stress
disorder or a traumatic brain injury.

The responsibility of this committee is to oversee the creation
and operation of special districts. The committee provides
infrastructure for new development and revitalizes and
repurposes older or deteriorating neighborhoods to stimulate
economic growth. This session the committee considered over
100 pieces of legislation seeking to establish new districts,
abolish districts which were no longer functional, and to provide
necessary services such as police and fire protection to local
parks and recreation facilities. Types of special districts include
crime control and prevention, libraries, public improvement,
municipal management and development, irrigation, water
improvement, water control, river authority and navigation.

Rep. Cortez reads to Southwest ISD students in honor of
National Read Across America Day, celebrating Dr. Seuss.

Rep. Cortez at a Back to School Fair held at Palo Alto College.
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Secretary of State

Department of Family and Protective Services

Election & Voter Registration Information......... (512) 463-5650

Abuse Hotline/Child Services......................... (800) 252-5400
Family and Child Services.............................. (800) 233-3405

Department of Aging and Disability Services

Complaint and Intake Unit............................. (800) 458-9858
Office of the Attorney General

Department of Public Safety

Driver’s License............................................ (512) 424-2600

Main Toll Free Number.................................. (800) 252-8011
Child Support Division................................... (800) 252-8014

Department of Health Services

Texas Commission on Environmental Equality

Department of Housing and
Community Affairs ............................... (800) 525-0657

Environmental Complaints/
Non-Spill Emergencies Hotline....................... (888) 777-3186
Texas Medical Board

Complaints Hotline....................................... (800) 201-9353

Family & Community Health Services.............. (800) 422-2956

Texas Veterans Commission ............... (800) 252-8387
Texas Dept. of Motor Vehicles

Customer Call Center................................... (512) 465-3000
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 Follow on Twitter to join the conversation 
The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.

Official Business
STATE of TEXAS
State Penalty
For Private Use

P.O. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768-2910

Philip Cortez

S TAT E R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

My staff and I are here to serve you.
Dis tric t O ffic e :
(210) 923-3638
Capitol O ffic e :
(512) 463-0269
Representative Philip Cortez
Clarissa Rodriguez, Chief of Staff
Kady Kelly, District Director
George Ramos, Legislative Assistant
Jim Boynton, Senior Advisor
David Early, Community Outreach Coordinator
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