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TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Dear Friends,
Now that the 85th Legislative Session and Special Session have come to a close, I have
enjoyed being back in House District 108 attending events, visiting with constituents,
and speaking about the legislative sessions and our accomplishments.
In this newsletter you will find highlights from the
Legislative Session and Special Session that effect
both House District 108 and the State of Texas.
While the 85th Legislative Session was challenging,
I left with even more admiration for the State of
Texas and citizens of House District 108.
I appreciate you taking the time to review this
Capitol Update newsletter and hope you find
it helpful and informative. I also welcome your
questions and your thoughts on any issue that
is important to you and your family. Your input is
essential in determining how our community is
governed and I am honored to represent House
District 108 in the Texas House of Representatives.
God Bless Texas and God Bless the U.S.A.

Representative Meyer and family attending
event at the Governor’s Mansion.
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L EGISL AT I V E R EC A P
The 85th Texas Legislature began on January 10th and during the following 140 days the legislature
worked hard to address issues important to Texans while standing for conservative values and
effective government. I was honored to be appointed by the speaker to the House Public Education
Committee and the House State Affairs Committee.
We passed a balanced budget, strengthened our public school accountability system, funded
pre-kindergarten, enhanced penalties and reporting requirements for inappropriate
student-teacher relationships, passed strong ethics reforms, improved mental health care,
strengthened Child Protective Services, and increased Department of Public Safety troopers along
the Texas-Mexico border. I am also happy to report that both chambers have passed through
bills on all four of Governor Abbott’s emergency items! The House has fought tirelessly to promote
conservative legislation that keeps our state running lean and with more transparency while
protecting our children.

The Budget
We passed a balanced budget that is fiscally responsible while meeting the needs of a rapidly growing
population and profound economic growth. The budget appropriates almost $217 billion with the
top two spending categories being education($80.4B) and health and human services($79.5B) while
leaving nearly $10 billion in the Rainy Day Fund, the state’s savings account, for emergency issues.
The budget fully funds enrollment growth for public schools while funding pre-kindergarten programs,
including high quality pre-k, and maintains the solvency of the Teacher Retirement System account.
Furthermore, the budget provides critical funding for mental health services, while also providing
funding to increase the number of caseworkers that are critical to improving Child Protective Services.
Finally, the budget provides $800 million for border security spending which will allow for new and
better equipment while the Department of Public Safety also hires 250 new troopers.

2018-19 All Funds

Total: $216.758 billion

Judiciary

Agencies
of Education
$80.433 billion
(37.1%)

Health &
Human Services
$79.457 billion
(36.7%)

$824 million (0.4%)

Natural Resources
$4.545 billion (2.1%)

General Provisions
$84 million (0.04%)

Regulatory

Business &
Economic
Development
$31.846 billion
(14.7%)

$631 million (0.3%)

Legislature

$388 million (0.2%)

General Government
$6.241 billion (2.9%)

Public Safety
& Criminal Justice

$12.312 billion (5.7%)

NOTES: (1) Includes certain anticipated supplemental spending adjustments if applicable. (2) Excludes Interagency Contracts. (3) Biennial change and percentage change are calculated on
actual amounts before rounding. Therefore, figure totals may not sum due to rounding.

L EGISL AT I V E R EC A P

School
Accountability and
Student Protection
This session we passed reforms to
the public school accountability
system commonly known as A-F.
The system was passed during
the previous legislative session.
However, after the initial rollout,
there were improvements that
were needed. The most significant
change is reducing the number of
grading domains from 5 to 3. This
change will lead to more efficient
evaluations and more accurate
scores for school districts and
campuses.

Representative Meyer working with the Parliamentarian’s office on legislation.

We also strengthened the punishments and reporting requirements for teachers that prey on our
students. Texas leads the nation in the incidents of inappropriate student teacher relationships. This
epidemic must end. The changes made this session will lead to harsher penalties for these teachers
and better information for school districts to avoid hiring teachers fired for wrong doing.

Child Protective Services and Mental Health Reforms
We also passed much needed reforms to Child Protective Services to improve the care children
taken from their homes and placed in the foster system receive. Most notably, kinship care options
were expanded making it easier for children removed from a home to be placed with other relatives
such as grandparents. Furthermore, community based foster care options were expanded to help
a child in foster care receive
more opportunities for things
such as better health care.
The legislature worked to
improve how mental health
care is addressed in our
state. Most insurance plans
will now be required to cover
certain mental health care
diagnoses and treatments.
The Department of Insurance
will work with insurance
companies on implementing
this policy change. Also,
public universities will now be
required to post mental health
resource information and the
location of the nearest local
mental health authority.

Representative Meyer and the members of the House Public Education Committee.

R EP. M E Y ER’S LEGISL AT I V E SUCCESS
This session I worked on a variety of issues
including protecting our schools, our local
interests, and our most vulnerable. While 17% of
the over 6,600 bills that were filed became law
this session, I was able to pass nearly 60% of my
legislative agenda.

Fallen Law Enforcement
Officers Day
My House Bill 3042 designates July 7th as Fallen
Law Enforcement Officers Day in honor of those
officers that gave the ultimate sacrifice.

Fighting for our First
Responders

Reducing Government
My Senate Bill 1731 will eliminate 9 state boards
and commissions that are outdated or unused.
While well intended at the time, this state entities
are not needed and the size of government
should be reduced when appropriate.

Local Education Reforms
My House Bill 789 will give Highland Park
ISD more local control by allowing the option
to set the passing standards for credit by exam.
This will address an issue the district has fought
for some time.

House Bill 3056 ensures that University Park
Firefighters have a sustainable pension plan
going forward. This bill solves a problem the city
and fire department have been working on for
over a decade.

School Security
My House Bill 2575 makes it a crime for convicted
sex offenders to be on school premises without
notifying school administration and also allows
the administration the option of providing a
chaperon for that individual while on school
premises.
With House Bill 332, schools being used as polling
locations must have a security plan in place
and may consult with local law enforcement
to ensure the location is properly secure during
election times.

Human Trafficking
Prosecution
House Bill 2529 will provide another tool
to prosecute human traffickers coercing
vulnerable young men and women, and House
Bill 1808 expands what intent, consent, and
sexual extortion entail. Human trafficking must
be eliminated and increase penalties and the
tools available to prosecutors is an important
step.

Representative Meyer with constituents,
including two that served as pages for the day.

Protecting Private Property
House Bill 2964 safeguards mutual funds from
government seizure. A person’s retirement
should not be at risk of being taken by the state.
My bill corrects the mistake in the law.

Liability for Synthetic Drugs
House Bill 2612 imposes civil liability to distributors
of synthetic substances, making sure we keep
drug dealers accountable and able to be
prosecuted.

SPECI A L L EGISL AT I V E SESSION
After 140 days of hard work during the regular legislative session, there was still more to accomplish
and on July 18th Governor Abbott called the Legislature back into a special legislative session.
During a regular legislative session, legislators may pass bills related to any issue. However, during a
special session, legislators have only 30 days to pass bills related to the issues the governor places
on the call, or agenda, for the special session.
The first item of business was renewing the Texas Medical Board. Every 12 years, a state agency,
board, or commission must go through a complete review to determine if the entity is still needed,
and if so, how it may function more efficiently and effectively. The Legislature renewed the Texas
Medical Board ensuring that medical doctors will continue to be licensed and regulated in the
state.
Other important issues that were addressed during the special legislative session were creating
the Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Task Force to research on and improve maternal care as
Texas leads the national in maternal morbidity, providing a supplemental appropriation for public
education of $563 million, improving mail-in ballot procedures and elevated criminal penalties
for committing mail-in ballot fraud, which is where most voter fraud occurs, and removing forced
annexation in certain counties and allowing for property owner voter approval in most jurisdictions
facing municipal annexation.

Representative Meyer working on the House Floor during session.

Come Visit Your State Capitol
If you have plans to visit Austin, please be sure to contact my office
so we can arrange a tour for you, your family, your school, or organization.
Austin Office: (512) 463-0367
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What’s Important To You ?

!

In order to best serve House District 108, we want to know what is most important to you. Please take a
moment to write down any concerns, feedback or suggestions in the space provide below. Cut out and
mail or fax your input to our office; or email me at morgan.meyer@house.texas.gov. Thank you!

